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As we finish the third quarter of what has been a rather
unusual school year, I thought this might be a good time
to take stock of where the school currently stands in
regards to the pandemic and how it has affected
Berkeley. 

Obviously, the greatest effect of Covid on the school has
been the closed campus, cancelled trips, and loss of
interscholastic athletic competitions. Though some events
had to be cancelled, we have been lucky in that we were
able to have parents in for International Day,
conferences, and the elementary musical, and hope to be
able to gradually open school up to parents again for
some events in the fourth quarter. Meanwhile, the
students have also gotten to enjoy a number of events
held internally, including Sports Day, Outdoor Learning
Day, and will soon be celebrating Songkran on campus, as
well. 

Academically, the two extended spells of school closure
we have faced seem not to have had a significant effect
on the growth of our students. Our graduating seniors’
SAT scores this year were exceptional, with a third of the
class scoring in the 90th percentile or above. Berkeley’s
high school students enjoyed their best-ever results on AP
tests despite incredibly unfavorable testing conditions,
and fall MAP scores showed little or no achievement drop-
off at all levels of the school.

In sum, Berkeley seems to have weathered the turmoils of
the last year very well. We will continue to be vigilant
regarding student safety and academic growth going                                        

A FEW WORDS FROM
OUR HEADMASTER

forward, but there are many reasons to
now hope that the worst is behind us
and better days are ahead. Our goal for
the 2021-2022 school year is to resume
all of our normal operations, and we
look forward to sharing a more
traditional year with you all.
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What we NOTICE in our lives for which we can be grateful
How we THINK about why we have been given those things
How we FEEL about the things we have been given
What we DO to express appreciation in turn

        I’ve been thinking a lot about gratitude lately. Webster defines it as a state of being
grateful or thankful for something or someone.  What struck me about this definition was that
it was described as a ‘state of being’ which meant it was a choice or learned behavior. In this
time of upheaval and uncertainty for all of us, I’ve spent an increasing amount of time thinking
about what I am grateful for and how I show my gratitude to others.  
  
        Andrea Hussong, Director of the Center for Developmental Science at University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill directs us to the Raising Grateful Children project where they
breakdown gratitude as an experience that has four parts:

        As parents we try to encourage our children to NOTICE when given a gift and to say thank
you. We may even ask our children to THINK about how this gift makes them FEEL. I think we
can all agree that these are the building blocks that encourage children to ‘show gratitude in
ways that go beyond just good manners.’ But how can we as parents take the next step in
helping our children DO something to express their gratitude? Is there a way that these gifts
stop becoming simply something we get but something we give to others as well? The DO is
what Professor Hussong and her team suggest we focus on next. They tell us to ask our kids, is
there a way you want to show how you feel about this gift? Does the feeling you have about
this gift make you want to share that feeling by giving something to someone else? By asking
these questions to our kids, Professor Hussong writes, we as parents can “feel proud of our
children who not only say thank you unprompted but, more importantly, meant it.” 

        It’s my opinion that the best gifts are not material, but something more intangible: a
gesture of friendship, an opportunity to grow, or even the hope that a new day brings. Have a
grateful one!

        The 21st century has seen tremendous change in educational systems and
organizations around the globe, with radical shifts in how students learn and the rapid
growth of technology within the classrooms. It’s a whole new reality of learning for students,
with so much of their social communication and education now happening online. While it is
imperative that students are taught to appreciate the benefits and positives that come from
this increase in technology, it is even more important that they understand the possible
dangers and negative effects it may lead to. With this in mind, Berkeley will introduce a new
Digital Citizenship program into its curriculum in Quarter 4 this year.

        Digital citizenship refers to the “responsible use of technology by anyone who uses
computers, the Internet, and digital devices to engage with society on any level” (Common
Sense Education 2021).  Our responsibility as educators now extends beyond the classroom
to a world within keyboards and html codes, and teaching students to navigate these digital
spaces responsibly is a major part of helping them develop a healthy relationship with the
world around them. Topics in the curriculum include Balance Between Online & Offline,
Listening to How Tech Makes You Feel, Device-Free Moments, Cyberbullying, and much
more. It is vital that parents are involved in this process as well. 

        Be sure to keep an eye on what your child is doing on the devices they have access to.
Talk to them about how technology makes them feel, and know which games, apps, and
websites they visit. Importantly, remind them always that while technology is a fantastic and
necessary tool, using it responsibly and appropriately is key to their safety and wellbeing.
Keep an eye out for family resources that will come home which align with the lessons taught
at school!

SECONDARY
PRINCIPAL
SECONDARY
PRINCIPAL
MR. JP

PRIMARY
PRINCIPAL
MR. JAKE
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SPIRIT
WEEK
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   The child’s classroom and home environments
should offer clutter-free and stimulating items
of interest.  The walls should be lined with
beautifully organized, exquisite materials,
presented on low shelves that are intriguing
and easy for children to access. The materials
will be mostly natural: lots of wood, glass, and
natural fibers, with little to no plastic. 
The environment is filled with items to help your
child feel and gain more independence and
responsibility. You should see the full
complement of lessons and materials that
allow your child to learn all academic subjects
while at school and while at home the
environment should be well organized and most
importantly clutter-free.  Allow your child to
help with organization, decoration, and most
family-made decisions regarding décor,
especially in their spaces.  
The classroom and the home are for the
children and we must prepare it with them in
mind. It is their special place and we need to
show them how to take care of it. There should
never be anything in their environment that the
children are not allowed to touch. They are
shown how to use everything with purpose and
how to carefully put it back once they are done.
The children are able to clean up their own
spills, take their shoes off and put them away
neatly, and sweep the floors and clean the
tables. The adult’s belongings should not
interfere with the children's learning and
peaceful space.

Live plants bring the world of
nature into the classroom and
home, but nothing takes the
place of being in the outdoors.
The classroom and home
should have an outside space,
or access to outdoor space, a
deck or patio for work, and
whenever possible fields to
roam, hills to climb, and a
garden to grow vegetables or
flowers in. Children should be
seen outside every day.

A Connection to
Nature

A normalized classroom and home is calm and
peaceful. Children will be deep in concentration as
they choose an activity and work with it for as long
as they need to. Other people will be moving around
the classroom or the home as they choose an activity
and sit down to work, but the movement shall be
slow and purposeful. This allows full concentration
and enjoyment. A peaceful classroom and home will
allow children a chance to choose what to do and
where to sit and work, either a private location or
alongside the family.
A truly peaceful environment is without punishments,
behavior charts, shaming or timeouts for disciplinary
methods. The adult gains the children’s respect
through how we model grace and courtesy and by
inspiring children to learn and improve every day. We
do not raise our voices or use punishments. Instead
we are lovingly firm and follow through with what we
say. Keep directions short and sweet and to the
point. Only use words that are necessary so we do
not confuse the child unnecessarily. 

Grace 
and 
Courtesy

The child’s environment does not just develop the
child’s intellect- it also should develop emotional
intelligence as well. Lessons of grace and courtesy are
taught from the earliest of years. These lessons
include how to serve, introduce a friend, borrow
something, and close a door without making a sound;
they form the cornerstone of civility, which is the
hallmark of a peaceful classroom and home. 

Here are some ways we can promote
peace for children: 

By Ms. Bridget

Movement
and
Freedom
Within
Limits

Prepared
Classroom 
or Home 



Talk about what peace means to you and ask
for the children’s thoughts. The idea of peace
can mean different things to different people.
Peace can be as simple as a quiet moment, or
as monumental as a world that’s free of
conflict. Talk about it, share your ideas, and be
open to really hearing your child’s opinion. You
may be surprised by what your child can teach
you.

There are so many reasons why being a peaceful teacher, parent or
guardian is so important for the child. You will find yourself changed by
the peaceful ways, as will the children and together, you will be able to
change the world.
What all adults should share is a commitment to the full development
of the child. So, exactly what are the characteristics of a successful and
peaceful adult? They will need to be an active and curious learner. They
must respect a child's unique learning needs, and have an interest and
respect for the children. 
 “Good behavior is caught, not taught," so the saying goes. The children
are watching our every move, and they will do what we do. Are we
polite to others? Are we honest? Are we kind and courteous? Are we
peaceful and grounded? Or are we  complaining, gossiping and being
loud? Never forget: The children are always watching us.  Here are a
few ideas to think about as you consider your role in educating your
children and being their role models. By embracing these ideas, you will
be more aware and present in your daily interactions with them. 

A Peaceful Adult

Define Peace With Your
Children

Prepare your school or
home environment
including materials
according to your child's
developmental stage and
desires. Include the
children in the
preparation process.

Think about the qualities
that you might want to
emphasize or manage in
your own
temperament. What are
your triggers? 

Acknowledge
and respond to
your child.
Listen to their
words.

Model Empathy and
Respect in ALL
encounters

State “I see 
that you 
seem upset…”

Don’t jump in
to solve the
problem for
them. 

Pretty generally if they
are energetic, find a way
to embrace that quality.
If they are introverted,
allow them space to be
that way.

Be Proactive Be Self-Aware

Use 
Gentle
Words
Words like
“confused” and
“overwhelmed”

are easier for kids
to digest. Words
like “angry” are
heavier. 

Examples include
“encouraged” and
“happy”. So, “I feel very
encouraged when you
help your classmate”

or “I support your
words.”

The more information
you gather, the more
effectively you will be
able to respond to the
situation and to the
child.

Practice 
Active 
Listening

Be 
Compassionate

Practice 
Reflective
Listening

Gather 
Information

Honor Their
Spirits

Empower Use 
Positive 
Words



Save the World,
One meal at a time
By: Mr. Shobhit

High school Integrated Financial Math class is working on a project that
aims to reduce food waste at Berkeley during meal times. 

Students measure daily food waste from November to February for 4
months and match it to historical data to observe trends and plan how
they can help each student and teacher realize that they can help save
the planet by asking for food that they can finish and then finishing it. 

Students undertook posters, displays in the cafeteria, presentations to all
grade levels, morning announcements with facts and reports etc. to raise
awareness to this problem. 

If you want to find out more about this cause, see this news report:
https://bloom.bg/3qxutpA

Drama Fun
By: Mr.Kobus

      We always have a lot of fun in Grade 1 & 2 Drama class. Not only
are we working on our acting and miming skills, we are also making
sure that everyone grows more confident in themselves and their
acting. This quarter in the Drama class we focused on animals and
practiced how we can bring all types of animals to life inside the
classroom. Our very exciting and creative Grade 2’s have been learning
how to deliver a great miming show. We had very entertaining skids in
the Drama class, from cooking, gardening and “escaping out of a small
box”, to fixing a bicycle tire. 

      We had lots of fun during the third quarter and I am looking
forward to the rest of this semester. 
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1.Can you name three consecutive days without using the words Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday, or Sunday?

2. The more you take, the more you leave behind. What am I? 

3. What has six faces, but does not wear makeup, has twenty-one eyes, but
cannot see? What am I?

4. I am not alive, but I grow; I don't have lungs, but I need air; I don't have a
mouth, but water kills me. What am I?

5. What can you catch but never throw?

6. I am something people love or hate. I change peoples appearances and
thoughts. If a person takes care of them self I will go up even higher. To some
people I will fool them. To others I am a mystery. Some people might want to try
and hide me but I will show. No matter how hard people try I will Never go
down. What am I?

7. Why is Europe like a frying pan?

8.There are two monkeys on a tree and one jumps off. Why does the other
monkey jump too?

      Grade 3 has been learning all about poetry! We have discussed the
structure of poetry, recorded poems to improve reading with rhythm,
delved into rhyming words, and laughed at figurative language. To learn
alliteration, we had a tongue twister challenge that left some victorious
and others tied in knots. Students experienced onomatopoeia through an
art project where they created their own onomatopoeia words which
reflected the sounds they made. They learned about idioms as well as
figurative and literal language through drawing a picture of what the idiom
actually said and then explaining what it really means. They created their
own characters for personification and created poems to reflect those
characters. Finally, they engaged in some self reflection metaphors. They
listed characteristics of themselves and then thought about what in nature
could reflect that characteristic. For example, if they felt they were a calm
person, they would say “I am the sound of ocean waves.” For metaphors,
they designed a mask to reflect their Self Portrait Metaphors poem. It was
so exciting to watch the students really think about themselves and
searching for good comparisons in nature. Their masks were beautiful as
well. Finally, they learned about different types of poems such as acrostic,
couplets, diamante, and haikus. The most enjoyable aspect of this unit is
watching the students’ attitudes towards poetry change throughout the
course of the unit. Third grade students have had quite an experience with
poetry!

Grade 3 Poets

rIDDLES
By: Ms. Courtney

ANSWERS

1.Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow

2. Footsteps 

3. Dice

4. Fire

5. A cold

6. Age

7. Because it has Greece at the bottom

8. Monkey see monkey do

By: Ms. Danelle
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“Winning and losing isn’t everything; sometimes, the journey is
just as important as the outcome.” -Alex Morgan, US Women’s

National Soccer Team

This year has looked different than previous soccer seasons,
but regardless of if we have matches, Berkeley athletes are
working hard at practice. They are learning about the
importance of the journey. For the G7U Girls Soccer team,
the current journey gives us the opportunity to work on the
foundations of soccer, like ball handling, shooting, and the
team favorite: conditioning! Each practice, the girls work
hard to increase their stamina and strength, and this
routine is led by team captains Lindi Strunk and Talia Passal.
The athletes have made great progress mentally and
physically. They went from saying things like “Do we have to
do this?” to “What’s next?” Even though they may wonder
why Coach Sarah makes them do push-ups and squats, they
continue to return to practice each week to focus on getting
better and forming a stronger bond with their teammates.
This season has been quite a different sort of journey than
any of us expected, but the G7U girls soccer team has still
been able to make the best of it. We look forward to being
able to wear our new uniforms in proper matches next
season!

This quarter I had the opportunity to coach a wonderful group
of students, the varsity boys soccer team. We had a very
productive start of the season playing some games with teams
that were in a different division than ISAA. The competition was
fierce as this division is very competitive. The varsity boys did
not shy away from the challenge. The varsity boys displayed
true Berkeley Pride when they dove in winning some games
and losing some, but always using the experience as a learning
opportunity. The students displayed passion and resilience
bouncing back from any loss with smiles, encouragement and
new skills to bring to the field. It is a shame that due to the
restrictions we were not able to play our tournament. The team
was ready to bring home a trophy. 

G7U Girls Soccer
By: Ms. Sarah N.

Varsity boys
soccer 

By: Mr. Naun
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In K1 we have been studying in our Around the
World unit and practicing the letter Pp. What
better way to practice Pp sounds while learning
about foods from around the world than to
have a P-p-pizza party! 

We took a trip to the kitchen where students
got to make their own mini pizzas. After
washing our hands and putting on our aprons,
we took a ball of dough and stretched it out
into a circle shape. This was an excellent
sensory experience as the dough was pretty
sticky and needed some kneading and
squeezing before we could flatten it out. Next
we added our toppings - tomato sauce, cheese,
and corn. Students had the freedom to decide
how much of each ingredient they wanted to
add to their pizzas. Some students like a lot of
tomato sauce! Then, we put the pizzas in the
oven. This allowed students to observe the
dough as it hardened and changed color. On
pizzas with a lot of cheese we even got to see
some cheesy bubbles appear! The final step
was to eat them. Making pizza was so much
fun and very delicious! 

The under11 football team training has started. The
players are working hard, developing skills and playing
some fun 7v7 practice games. Our goal is to try and join a
tournament at the end of the season. The fourth and fifth
grade players are very talented and they are always eager
to learn new skills and tricks. This year, our programme
has improved, with the addition of a goalkeeping coach.
Goalkeepers are getting specialized training every practice
with coach Naun. We will continue training, improving, and
having fun every Thursday after school!

U-11 Football

P-P Pizza Party
By: Ms. Caroline

By: Mr. Blake
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     Our K2 family have been talking about how to
reduce food waste to help the world and encourage
us to have a healthier lifestyle. Thankfully, our friends
from highschool paid us a visit to educate us about
the leftover food at Berkeley everyday and how we
can help reduce food waste. Their clear and
informative presentation really made an impact in K2.  
We brainstormed ways of how we can reduce food
waste and also how to make healthy choices during
lunch. The students developed their independence and
started making their own lunch choices; thinking
about the quantity and trying to make their plate as
colorful as possible with fruits, vegetables, and
protein. 

     Over the past few weeks, there has been a
noticeable difference in the amount of food wasted.
Seeing the positive consequences of conscious choices
has empowered the students to be kind to the world
and to themselves.

K2's Zero
Food Waste
Challenge
By Ms. Bela 



     An  a l l  t ime  favo r i te  fo r  second  g rade r s  i s  ou r

annua l  Bus i nes s  Fa i r .  Du r i ng  t he  fa i r  t hey  ge t  t he

chance  to  app l y  what  t hey  have  l ea rned  ac ros s

seve ra l  s ub jec t s .  S i nce  the  beg inn i ng  o f  t he  yea r

s tuden t s  have  wo r ked  ha rd  to  bu i l d  t he i r  s k i l l s  i n

add i t i on  and  coun t i ng  on .  Th i s  has  p repa red  them

fo r  ou r  mos t  recen t  un i t  on  coun t i ng  money .  I n

th i s  un i t  we  have  l ea rned  how to  u se  bo th

Amer i can  and  Tha i  money  w i th  ac t i v i t i e s  such  as

f i nd ing  the  va l ue  o f  a  se t  o f  co in s ,  compar i ng

two  amoun t s  o f  money ,  and  show ing  amoun t s  w i t h

d i f fe ren t  se t s  o f  b i l l s  and  co in s .  Ou r  f i na l  goa l

was  to  app l y  t hese  s k i l l s  du r i ng  ou r  bus i nes s  fa i r

when  coun t i ng  ou t  change .  On  the  bus i nes s  s ide ,

ou r  second  g rade r s  have  been  s tudy i ng  abou t  t he

marke tp lace  i n  ou r  l a te s t  soc ia l  s t ud ie s  un i t .

He re  s tuden t s  have  l ea rned  abou t  t he  d i f fe rence

between  goods  and  se r v i ces  and  how they  make

the i r  way  to  t he  mar ke tp lace .  We  have  a l so

looked  a t  t he  s teps  i n vo l ved  i n  p roces s i ng  raw

mate r ia l s  i n to  goods  and  se r v i ces  t ha t  a re  i n

demand  among  consumer s .  Us i ng  f l ow  cha r t s  and

o the r  p lann ing  s t ra teg ie s  ou r  second  g rade r s

gene ra ted  the i r  own  p roduc t s  o r  se r v i ces  t ha t

they  t hough t  Be r ke ley  consumer s  m igh t  buy .  The

f i na l  r e su l t  was  a  f un  f i l l ed  day  o f  buy i ng  and

se l l i ng .  The  Bus i nes s  Fa i r  i s  an  exc i t i ng  even t

tha t  second  g rade r s  a lways  l ook  fo rward  to  and

i s  su re  to  be  remembered  fo r  yea r s  to  come .

     Th i s  semes te r  i n  g rade  7 ,  s t uden t s  have  been

read ing  The  G i ve r ,  b y  Lo i s  Lowry .  I n  t he  nove l ,

ch i l d ren  a t  age  12  rece i ve  l i f e - long  j ob

ass ignment s  dec ided  by  a  commi t tee  o f  e lde r s .  I n

Eng l i s h  Language  A r t s  c la s s ,  we  dec ided  to  u se

th i s  a s  an  oppo r tun i t y  to  wo r k  on  read ing ,  w r i t i ng ,

speak i ng ,  and  l i s ten i ng  s k i l l s .  A f te r  t he  s tuden t s

comp i l ed  a  l i s t  o f  j ob  as s ignment s  f rom The  G i ve r ,

t hey  w ro te  a  j ob  desc r ip t i on  fo r  each .  Then ,  each

s tuden t  c rea ted  a  ré sumé   to  h igh l i gh t  t he i r  s k i l l s

and  ta len t s ,  and  app l i ed  fo r  seve ra l  o f  t he  j obs .

F i na l l y ,  we  i n v i ted  ou r  own  “Commi t tee  o f  E lde r s ”

made  up  o f  Be r ke ley  teache r s ,  s ta f f ,  and  even  a

spec ia l  gues t  f rom the  US ,  to  j o i n  u s  v ia  Zoom and

in te r v i ew  each  o f  ou r  s t uden t s  to  dec ide  wh ich

job  as s ignment s  t hey  wou ld  rece i ve .  Th i s  pane l

was  a l so  faced  w i th  t he  ta s k  o f  dec id i ng  whethe r

any  o f  ou r  s t uden t s  wou ld  become  E lde r s ,  o r  i f  any

o f  t hem wou ld  be  “ re leased”  f rom the  commun i t y .

S tuden t s  l ooked  the i r  bes t ,  and  ac ted  l i ke  rea l

p ro fes s iona l s ,  t r u l y  imp res s i ng  ou r  i n te r v i ewer s !

Wh i l e  t he  j ob  as s ignment s  may  have  been

imag ina r y ,  t he  i n te r v i ew  s k i l l s  t ha t  ou r  s t uden t s

demons t ra ted  we re  comp le te l y  r ea l .  G rea t  wo r k ,

a l l !  

GRADE 2 MEANS BUSINESS

IMAGINARY JOBS, 

REAL LIFE JOB FAIR
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By Mr. Neal

By Ms. Sarah



      S tuden t s  tak i ng  Advanced  P lacement  Eng l i s h  L i t e ra tu re ,  wh ich  i s  open  to  g rades  1 1  and  12 ,  a re  gea r i ng  up

fo r  t he i r  upcoming  exam,  wh ich  w i l l  ta ke  p lace  on  t he  morn i ng  o f  May  5 ,  202 1 .  AP  L i t e ra tu re  i s  a  un i ve r s i t y - l e ve l

l i t e ra r y  ana l y s i s  and  compos i t i on  cou r se  i n  wh ich  s tuden t s  read ,  d i scus s ,  and  ana l y ze  h igh l y  cha l l eng ing  and

engag ing  nove l s ,  p lay s ,  s ho r t  s to r i e s ,  and  poe t r y .  Those  who  succes s fu l l y  pas s  t he  AP  exam a t  t he  end  o f  t he

yea r  a re  even  ab le  to  rece i ve  co l l ege  c red i t  a t  many  i n s t i t u t i ons .  Th i s  yea r ,  t he  c la s s  has  a l ready  read  we l l  o ve r

2 ,000  pages  o f  some  o f  t he  wo r ld ’ s  bes t  l i t e ra tu re !  

      T he  cou r se  i s ,  a t  i t s  co re ,  a  s t udy  o f  t he  u se  o f  t he  Eng l i s h  l anguage  as  a  fo rm  o f  a r t .  S tuden t s  conduc t  i n -

depth  s tud ie s  o f  t he  way  nove l i s t s ,  p laywr igh t s ,  and  poe t s  u se  wo rds  to  c rea te  s to r i e s ,  wo r ld s ,  f ee l i ngs ,  and

more .  B y  t he  end  o f  t he  cou r se ,  s t uden t s  a re  ab le  to  spo t  f i gu ra t i ve  mean ing  as  we l l  a s  any  p ro fes so r  o f

l i t e ra tu re  can  do ,  and  I ’m  qu i te  su re  t hey  d ream i n  i amb ic  pen tamete r .  

Recen t l y ,  t he  AP  L i t e ra tu re  c la s s  pa r t i c ipa ted  i n  Be r ke ley  Book  Bonanza  by  read ing  to  some  younge r  budd ies .  I t

was  a  we lcome  b reak  f rom a l l  o f  t he  d i f f i cu l t  r ead ing  they  have  to  do  i n  c la s s ,  and  a l l  t he  s tuden t s ,  young  and

o ld ,  had  a  g rea t  t ime .   

     R igh t  now ,  hav i ng  succes s fu l l y  comp le ted  a  pa r t i cu la r l y  cha l l eng ing  un i t  on  d ramat ic  exp res s ion  i n  wh ich

they  s t ud ied  such  mas te rp ieces  as  W i l l i am  Shakespea re ’ s  Ham le t  and  Samue l  Becke t t ’ s  absu rd  bu t  t hough t -

p rovok i ng  Wa i t i ng  fo r  Godot ,  Be r ke ley ’ s  AP  L i t  s t uden t s  a re  con f iden t  and  ready  fo r  whateve r  t he  Co l l ege  Boa rd

th rows  a t  t hem on  th i s  yea r ’ s  exam ,  wh ich  w i l l  cons i s t  o f  a  mu l t i p le  cho ice  sec t ion  and  th ree  es say s .  I t ’ s

d i f f i cu l t ,  bu t  t hey ’ r e  ready !

     Cu r ren t l y ,  we ’ re  wo r k i ng  on  ou r  f i na l  nove l  o f  t he  yea r :  A ldous  Hux ley ’ s  dy s top ian  c la s s i c  B rave  New Wor ld ,

du r i ng  wh ich  we ’ l l  f ocus  ou r  s t udy  on  Hux ley ’ s  u se  o f  a l l u s i on  and  the  func t ion  o f  t he  se t t i ng  i n  a  wo r k  o f

f i c t i on .  A f te r  t ha t ,  we ’ l l  spend  the  rema in i ng  weeks  re v iew ing  l i t e ra r y  techn iques ,  poe t i c  ana l y s i s ,  and  es say

wr i t i ng .   

     
     We  ce leb ra ted  the  Be r ke ley  Book  Bonanza

f rom March  1 -March  5 .  Schoo l s  a round  the

wor ld  focus  on  read ing  du r i ng  t h i s  t ime  wh ich

co inc ides  w i t h  D r .  Seus s ’ s  b i r t hday  on  March

2 .  Schoo lw ide  ac t i v i t i e s  i nc l uded  D rop

Eve r y th i ng  and  Read  (DEAR )  t ime  each  day .

A l l  s t uden t s ,  facu l t y  and  s ta f f  spen t  t ime

read ing .  We  had  a  Cha rac te r  D res s  Up  Day  on

F r iday ,  March  5 .  E ve r yone  was  encou raged  to

d res s  a s  t he i r  favo r i te  book  cha rac te r .  P r i ze s

were  g i ven  to  reward  those  who  pa r t i c ipa ted .

E lementa r y  s t uden t s  won  a  popco rn/mov ie  day

fo r  meet i ng  t he i r  c la s s room read ing  goa l s .

Secondar y  s t uden t s  we re  rewarded  w i th  an

ice  c ream pa r t y  fo r  pa r t i c ipa t i ng  i n  DEAR

eve r y  day .  M idd le  Schoo l  s t uden t s  v i s i t ed

K inde rga r ten  c la s ses  and  H igh  Schoo l  s t uden t s

v i s i t ed  E lementa r y  c la s ses  to  be  read ing

budd ies .  G rade  6  s t uden t s  w ro te  t he i r  own

s to r i e s  and  c rea ted  i l l u s t ra t i ons  i n  A r t  wh ich

they  t hen  u sed  to  make  v ideo  books  i n  I T .  HS

s tuden t s  w ro te  s to r i e s  based  on  D r .  Seus s  and

made  v ideo  books  a s  t hey  na r ra ted  the i r

s to r i e s .  I t  was  a  j o y  to  know too  tha t  pa ren t s

ce leb ra ted  read ing  a t  home  w i th  t he i r

ch i l d ren .  P lease  con t i nue  to  read  toge the r !

BERKELEY BOOK

BONANZA

THE ART OF WORDS
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By Ms. Jilll

By Mr. Michael



     As a music educator, one of the most common comments I’ve received over the
past year has been “Teaching and learning Music must be so difficult during online
learning!” However, we made the best of a bad situation, and our music activities
during online learning turned out even better than any of us could have expected! 

     During online learning, every music student in both Middle School and High
school was asked to propose a Personal Research Project that related somehow to
music. Students began by asking good, open-ended questions about music-related
topics that were of interest to them. Then, students selected a question, researched
that topic, created a digital file that demonstrated what they discovered, presented
their findings to their peers, and closed with a follow-up question to further guide
their curiosity. Some interesting questions were covered by our students, including:
“What makes a soundwave more Consonant or Dissonant?”, “How do different types
of music affect Sleep / Productivity / Study / Behaviors?”, “How does the background
music change the feeling of a movie scene / Video Game?”, “How do the cultures of
Thailand and Britain / Germany / Japan affect their countries’ music?”, “How are
musical scales different in different counties?”, “How does the material used to build
an instrument affect the sound / price / playability?”, and “Do songs carry the same
emotion across cultures, or is the emotion attached to a song culture-specific?” 

     As you can see, learning about Music can involve a lot more than just playing an
instrument. The online learning time allowed us to do something in a unique way
that we might not have done otherwise, and I think most students would agree that
they enjoyed their projects. Many of the students actually asked if we can continue
doing Personal Projects like this regularly now that we’ve returned to campus! If you
know a MS or HS student at Berkeley, ask them what their Personal Project was
about. We have some really curious learners here at Berkeley! 

     Hello Lions! Here’s a quick update on all the great learning happening
in ES Music.
     Upper elementary have been delving into a xylophone unit with Grade
4 practicing the all-time classic Chopsticks and Grade 5 writing their own
chord progressions. Grade 3 have been playing as a class ensemble
adding percussion accompaniment to vocal melody. Most recently, they
have been working on Wimoweh (The Lion Sleeps Tonight).
     Grades 1 and 2 have been using sound maps to study musical pitch.
One of their favorite songs to analyze is definitely On A Log (Mister Frog).
Even K3 have been getting in on the action with some fun call-and-
response songs - Che Che Kule and Oo A Lay Lay.
     Our instrumental program has been going strong and students are
developing their playing technique to improve fluency and tone. The
music doesn’t stop when the school day ends. In Choir Club, members are
singing timeless pieces such as Somewhere Over The Rainbow and
Moonriver.
     Well done young musicians and see you around!

Early Musicians
By: Ms. Claire

Virtual Artists
By: Mr. Jay
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        The Middle School Science Fair was in full swing last week. This year, students took their projects to the digital
world and presented virtually. Students were tasked with solving a global problem in a specific area. They were directed
to not just look at what others had done before them, but evaluate what has been done previously and innovate
beyond. Innovation could occur in any way students chose, but ultimately should have led down a path that achieved
helping to solve the global problem. This kind of topic is common in the Science Fair world, as can be seen in the
National/International Competitions like BioGenius Challenge, Discovery 3M Yng Scientist, Google Science Fair, THINK
MIT and many others. During their journey, students were asked to make short 4 minute weekly videos (vlog style) of
the work they did on their project. Each week, they started a new phase of the project until they were ready to share the
finished product. Throughout the Science Fair preparation, students struggled and were challenged to think outside the
box. These struggles, as we know, will only make our students more prepared for the real world. The benefit of
conducting these presentations virtually is they are still available for viewing! Everyone is encouraged to go to the
Science Fair website and view the final presentations as well as the weekly vlogs. Through these projects, students have
truly displayed the Berkeley mission to motivate, innovate, and challenge.

Imagine you could take a dream vacation to anywhere in the world...where would you go? How would you even begin to choose? 

       Luckily, Berkeley’s 9th grade Biology classes are here to help you make your decision! In class this semester students researched
different biomes around the world and created tourism websites for their biomes! Simply scan the QR code below to explore their
websites, or visit https://sledmisson.wixsite.com/berkeleybiomes 

        For their websites the students researched the characteristics that make each biome unique, such as the climate, precipitation,
and whether it has seasons or not! Each biome also has fun facts sprinkled throughout their website! Additionally, they researched
the threats that human activity is inflicting on their biome, to help everyone be aware of their actions and help protect all of the
incredible biomes on our beautiful planet. Each biome also has very unique life that can be found nowhere else in the world! Each
website has a highlight of the unique animals, plants, fungi, and single celled organisms that inhabit that biome. Many of the
organisms that live in a biome share common adaptations, and you can read about these fascinating characteristics on every biome’s
website!

        When choosing a biome to vacation in, all the life and biological facts are fascinating, but everyone wants to know what sort of
activities and meals will await them on their vacation! Not to worry, the students have put together tour itineraries and sample meals
for their guests! Interested in riding a camel through a desert? Taking a submarine into the depths of the deep ocean trenches?
Enjoying a relaxing spa day in the Amazon Rainforest? All of these are available for you, and many many more!! Check out the Tour
Opportunities/Daily Schedule page to see the incredible tourist packages the students have planned for you! 

       https://sledmisson.wixsite.com/berkeleybiomes 

MS Science Fair

Berkeley Biomes!
By: Ms. Stef

By: Mr. Nickel

MS Science Fair
Task: To solve a world problem 
How: Innovate from a current solution or invent a new
solution
Objective: Research project that requires synthesizing
and analyzing primary research and secondary works,
while appropriately using research data to guide data,
innovation/invention and discussion in and around the
project.
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Follow this QR 
code to check 

out our website!

https://sledmisson.wixsite.com/berkeleybiomes
https://sledmisson.wixsite.com/berkeleybiomes


     Elementary Thai students have been working hard in
Thai class this quarter. They have completed Thai vowel
lessons, learned new more difficult Thai vocabularies, and
increased their writing and reading comprehension skills.
They also have learned about poem and letter writing
that made them understand how beautiful language is. 

    For Non-Native Thai students, they have been busy
learning the unit called My School which is about school
places, classroom objects and activities at school in Thai. 

   Students also have learned Thai cultural activities
during Thai class including doing Thai leisure, making Thai
carving and learning about Thai cats and dogs. 

     We are excited to see how they will use Thai language
to learn about Thai literature in the next quarter.

KINDER THAI
Sa wad dee kha everybody! My passion quote for this

quarter is…

“Playing a game together actually builds up bonds and
trust and cooperation. We actually build stronger social

relationships as a result.” ~ Jane McGonigal

     In this quarter we learned Thai by playing for K3 and K2
with Thai traditional games such as Mon Son Pa, Tee Jup,
and Ngoo Kin Hang. These activities will help students
form good relationships between friends, learn to trust,
learn to follow the rule, and learn about it no matter if
they fail or win. The important thing is playing together
and having fun moments together. That is a great thing!
K1 and Pre-K, We learn how to sing and dance Thai nursery
rhymes such as Oh Ta Le San Ngam, Mang Moom Lai, and
Mar Ving Kup Kup. We also practice fine motor and gross
motor skills by doing Thai letter activities.

ES THAI
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By: Ms. Thayika 

Ms. Kate



     Middle school has been coding central from our online days until

the end of this quarter.

Every class we learn new code which enables us to make more

complex designs like adding pictures, adding movement and

creating styles.

     Grade 6 has been focussing on making websites using HTML and

CSS and will continue working on their designs next quarter so we’ll

have to wait a little while before the websites are ready to go

online.

     In Grade 7 we’re having fun coding animations in javascript.

Being able to draw your own figures has led to some hilarious

animations which we can share later this semester.

     Our Grade 8 students just finished their group work making

actual apps. Please check out the results by scanning the QR codes

with your phone.

 
 SECONDARY

THAI
     It’s time for THAI LITERACY!! This quarter our middle and high school

Thai students are learning about Sang-Thong, Pra-a-pai-ma-nee, Li-lit-

phra-law, and Khun-chang-khun-phan. All the Thai literacy is really

interesting and challenge for Thai students. We get a chance to learn

about the news word from each poem in the literacy. Also learn about

the Thai culture in the past more and more. 

     For Non-Thai students, we focus about topic “My school”. We are

learning days and months, emotion, weather and season, and hobbies.

Now we can speak Thai language more and more. 

     Lastly, learn to conserve! In Thai culture, we had many things to know

more about Thai music and instruments, Thai manner “Wai” and Thai Art.

Moreover, the social always change, we discussed more about

democracy and environment issue. Let’s conserve and save the world

together! 

 
 
 

MS I.T.
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By: Mr. Ron

By: Ms. Meiji



GEOMETRY
      The grade nine and ten Geometry students have worked

extremely hard in this third quarter. The class practiced

Euclidean Geometry by using a compass and straightedge to

create formal geometric constructions. Students have also

formed a solid foundation of geometrics proofs and used

inductive and deductive reasoning to prove the properties of

parallel and perpendicular lines. These topics were foundational

to the properties of triangles, quadrilaterals, and other two and

three dimensional figures . In the photos, you can see some of

our ninth graders using this knowledge to measure the surface

area and volume of many of our Berkeley landmarks. They used

those calculations to get a real life sense of the cost of sod,

wooden flooring, asphalt, etc. here at Berkeley. They took it one

step further by using drone footage to calculate land area when

it is difficult to do by hand. If you are interested to learn more,

please ask a grade nine or ten student about what they are

learning in Geometry. 

 

 MS MATH
     Collecting data is a skill that is used everyday and everywhere.

People use it in their workplace, with their friends and family, for

the city, district, and country. It is used to help show the good

and the bad things that are going on, the interests and dislikes of

people, and can tell us what is doing well or what needs to be

improved. Data can reveal a lot of information that sometimes,

we as people, do not see or recognize.

     This quarter students have been working hard on learning

how to read, draw, and interpret data. Data can be collected in

different ways, it can be biased or unbiased, skewed or

symmetrical, and even misleading. Students had to collect data

and come up with their own conclusions about the information

that they gained. They had to find the average, median,

interquartile range, and the mean absolute deviation (spread of

their data). Were there any outliers? Which measure of center is

best used if the data is skewed? The middle school students

learned how to interpret line plots, histograms, box-and-whisker

plots and revealed the information that was given in the graphs.

 

 

Mr. Brian

Mr. chase
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   Throughout this unit the students showed their

knowledge and enthusiasm for what they were

learning about Ancient Rome in their homerooms. Of

course they also showed their talent in creating and

directing each other, while also making connections to

life in Ancient Rome and noticing differences between

those days and the times they live in now.

    I noticed that through collaboration the students

were excited about bringing information from their

homeroom class to the drama room. As a result they

were extremely proud of themselves and enjoyed the

creation process for their performances. 

     Within the drama room, the students are exploring

multiple Roman stories such as Pandora's box, Jupiter

and the Bee, Romulus and Remus and Mount Olympus. 

Grade three has taken a look at various versions of the

stories through reading and watching videos. From this,

we have brought those stories to life by students

becoming those characters and directing themselves in

small groups to perform for their peers. In Mount

Olympus they had the opportunity to create characters

that would likely appear in the story; for this they

showed their understanding of the Roman stories by

creating characters that belonged in that time period. 

 

Dramatic Romans

     During this quarter we worked on a collaboration

unit, which means we are working together for a

common purpose. As this year brings us new

challenges our Berkeley students and teachers have not

stopped working together to create opportunities for

collaboration. Our wonderful grade three’s have started

us off with their Roman Empire unit. 

Ms. Christine
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     Grade 3 students experienced a slice of the Ancient Roman daily life in their role-play of the

patrician and plebeian social class system! In the third quarter, 3rd graders learn about all aspects

of Ancient Rome, from its founding in 753 BC, through its expansion into an empire and eventually

its collapse. As part of their examination of Roman government, they discovered various

components of the Roman Republic’s hierarchy and application of laws. To truly experience what it

was like to live in this hierarchy, upon arriving at school on an ordinary Wednesday, they were

surprised to draw paper slips determining their place in Grade 3’s Roman society as either an

upper-class Roman patrician, or a lower-class plebeian. To begin, the patrician students elected

consuls, senators, an army commander, and centurions, and decided on several rules that all

plebeians should follow. As the day unfolded, students experienced what it was like to live on both

sides of a class system that unfairly and unequally applied laws and consequences to its citizens.

The laws required plebeians to bow or curtsy before interacting with any patrician, and address

them as “sir” or “ma’am”. As the day came to an end, students wrote journal entries to reflect on

their experience and make conclusions about the Roman social system and laws. This activity is

always a memorable and thought-provoking experience for third graders!

ROMAN PARITICIANS 
 AND PLEBEIANS

ROMAN PARITICIANS 
 AND PLEBEIANS

Splish! Splash! Splosh!

     This quarter, Kindergarten 1 students dived into the deep

end of learning all about Under the Sea. Already aficionados

of Baby Shark, we were ready to broaden our horizons and

learn about all the creatures great and small who live

beneath the waves. Dolphins, stingrays and jellyfish - oh my!

K1 students liked to sea our pet betta fish swimming around

and learned all kinds of new words like: fins, gills and scales. 

     Always ready to stay current, make a commOCEAN and

save the world, we focused on the impact of rubbish and

plastic on our beaches and in our seas. Did you know that if

current pollution levels continue there will be more rubbish in

our oceans than fish by 2050? Are you squidding me right

now? Remember to be reel cool and bring your own bags,

straws and cutlery with you when you go out.

     Now that we are almost in quarter 4 we have well and

truly come out of our shells! We love playing together in our K1

family and saying to our friends ‘water you up to?’ We shore

do have so much fun with our friends!

 Here’s a joke for you:

Why couldn’t the pirate learn the alphabet?

Because he was always lost at c.

Thank you for reading the sealiest article ever, hope you

enjoyed all the kriller puns!

UNDER THE SEAUNDER THE SEA
M S .  J A N A

M S .  K A I T L I N
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     "Wow,  you ' r e  com ing  to  l ea rn  w i th  u s  too !

A  l o t  o f  peop le  have  been  com ing  today ! "

wh i spe red  an  a t ten t i ve  p reschoo l  g i r l .  A s

pa r t  o f  soc ia l i za t i on ,  we  have  been  l ea rn i ng

abou t  d i f fe ren t  se l f -deve lopment  t heo r ie s .  A

few weeks  ago ,  we  we re  fo r t una te  enough  to

be  ab le  to  go  obse r ve  t hese  t heo r ie s  i n

ac t ion  i n  ou r  p re schoo l .  S tuden t s  had  fun

p rac t i c i ng  t he i r  f i e ldwor k  s k i l l s  wh i l e  a l so

ge t t i ng  a  chance  to  app l y  what  t hey  had

lea rned  i n  c la s s .  The  soc io logy  s t uden t s  a l so

loved  hang ing  ou t  w i t h  ou r  ve r y  en te r ta i n i ng

p reschoo l  s t uden t s .  A f te r  t he  obse r va t ion

was  ove r  s t uden t s  go t  to  re f l ec t  on  t he i r

favo r i te  t heo r y  and  sha re  t he i r  t hough t s  w i t h

c la s smates .  E ve r yone  l ea rned  a  l o t ,  had  a

g rea t  t ime  and  cou ld  a l l  ag ree--  t ha t  be ing

a  p reschoo l  s t uden t  a t  Be r ke ley  l ook s

awesome!  

     I n  p reparat ion  for  our  b ig  Sc ience  fa i r

event  i n  March ,  g rade  f i ve  s tar ted

exper iment ing  w i th  d i f fe rent  des igns  for

our  egg  drop  cha l lenge .  Then ,  we  dropped

them f rom the  top  o f  the  c lock  tower  and

watched  them f loat  ever  so  so f t ly  to  the

ground .  Nex t ,  we  des igned  ra f t s ,  ou t  o f

bamboo and  o ther  a l l -natura l  mater ia l s ,

fo r  the  February  Check l i s t  Cha l lenge .

Then ,  we  jo ined  the  res t  o f  e lementary

and  K3  and  sa i l ed  them in  the  b ig  poo l .

Now ,  we  are  prepar ing  for  the  Sc ience

fa i r ,  wh ich  w i l l  be  Apr i l  2nd ,  

S E E I N G  T H E O R I E S
I N  A C T I O N
S E E I N G  T H E O R I E S
I N  A C T I O N
M R .  R I S S

G R A D E  5
S C I E N C E
G R A D E  5
S C I E N C E

M R .  B L A K E
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NEW FILM

STUDIES

NEW FILM

STUDIES

      Our first semester focused on the theme of immigration. We began with the 1917 silent film
classic, The Immigrant, directed by Charlie Chaplin, which film historians described as a comic
masterpiece. We then moved on to Elia Kazan’s story of his own family in  America America (1963)
through the character of a young Greek man who flees persecution in his Turkish homeland under the
Ottoman Empire. Considered one the best films ever made about the American immigrant
experience, The Godfather, Part II (directed by Francis Ford Coppola) tells the story of two journeys
—the rise of an immigrant father and, decades later, the fall of his American-born son. Considered an
early landmark independent film, El Norte (directed and written by Gregory Nava and Anna Thomas in
1983) received critical acclaim for its dream realism style of storytelling as it tells the immigrant
story through the eyes of two Guatemalan teenagers forced from their country by civil war.
Adapted from the novel by Jhumpa Lahiri, The Namesake (2006, directed by Mira Nair) relates the
struggles of recent immigrants to the U.S. following two generations from Calcutta to New York and
how they must come to an understanding of their identities and Indian heritage. Finally, one cannot
discuss immigration to America without also discussing both Nativism and the Americanization
Movement of the early 20th century. 

      Film is a powerful and visual language. It is also a universal language. Our
year-long Film Studies class includes grades 9 through 12 and students have
been breaking down barriers and opening doors: in their own minds and the
lens through which they view the world and with each other through thought-
provoking questions and discussions. Much of the curriculum comes from the
American Film Foundations’ The Story of Movies program which focuses on
“democratic ideals as expressed through film. While issues of immigration,
labor rights and the common good, civil liberties, and systems of government
are covered, the heart of this curriculum is story.” We emphasize critical-
thinking and critical-viewing, including screening, research, reading. and
writing activities. We watch films in their entirety as well as supplemental film
clips and stills to illustrate specific concepts. We read primary source
materials, including articles, essays, song lyrics, paintings, archival
photographs and documents, editorial cartoons, vintage advertisements, and
maps.

      The stories the world tells through film transcend news
of current events and help us to understand the many ways
people are alike, despite the barriers of language and
political and religious ideology. This shared heritage is a
foundation on which our countries can build a relationship of
cultural understanding, one that will directly affect the
youth of each nation. We watched three Chinese films which
are quite different in content and cinematic style, each
reflecting China’s changing society with fourth, fifth, and
sixth generation film directors represented., including: The
King of Masks (1996, directed by Wu Tianming); Beijing
Bicycle (2001, directed by Wang Xiaoshuai); and Kekexili:
Mountain Patrol (2004, directed by Lu Chuan). 

      We’ve been studying film vocabulary, including various aspects of mise-
en-scène which is the arrangement of scenery and stage properties in a play.
Translated from French, it means "setting the stage" but, in film analysis, the
term mise en scene refers to everything in front of the camera, including the
set design, lighting, and actors and is the overall effect of how it all comes
together for the audience. 

      Throughout most of its history, the motion picture industry has been
male-dominated. To a great extent, male producers and directors controlled
what stories the movies told and what images audiences saw, including how
women were portrayed on the screen. In our next module, students will
interpret those images. Each story told either reflects or challenges society’s
expectations for women. 

MS. ZOE
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     The less said about rehearsing a big musical online while the school
was closed, the better. “Let’s get that show on the road!” is the motto
here, and we need to move The Addams Family into the house that
Berkeley built and, boy, do we have strong performers for this
challenging musical to do that for you!

     The HS Performing Arts Class (Alec, Amanda, Angel, Bennie, Bliss,
Harriet, Julia, Maddie, Mark, Peter, and Sky) and the ASA participants
(Anna, Alisa, Chankit, Eneko, Freya and Sonja, and perhaps more
joining...) are getting their head, and voice, around transforming into
the loveable family members who actually want scary monsters under
their bed, fall in love with the moon, and crave holidays in hotels that
are given the worst reviews. 
    The Addams Family has seen great development since originally
appearing on American television in 1964. After successfully going into
films and cartoons, The Addams Family became a hit-musical on
Broadway in 2010. It is definitely a production in which the performers 

can show off their acting, singing and dancing skills! The songs are brilliant and the tunes will stick into
your ears - and hearts - long after you leave the show.

     In the story of this musical, the years have moved on for the Addams family, and their daughter
Wednesday is in love and wants to get married. However, for her father Gomez and mother Morticia,
this isn’t as natural as Wednesday might like it to be. After all, which young man is good enough for the
spooky nature and ghoulish character of an Addams? There are some hurdles to be taken for
Wednesday and her boyfriend Lucas, and they’ve been put there by some unexpected characters. As
per usual, everyone has their own problems to deal with, and we are also faced with some of the un-
dead Addams ancestors who are not yet able to go back into their graves.
All-in-all a show for everyone to enjoy, and for our performing students to put their teeth into...

     We have moved the performance dates from the 25th and 26th March to a little bit later, so there’s
more time to put a show in front of you, our lovely Berkely audience, that you won’t forget - and we will
make sure you’ll be surprised by what you see!

the
Adaams Family

MS.  ELLIS

TRANSFORMATION INTO WONDERFULLY WEIRD

CREATURES
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   A cornerstone of learning at Berkeley is learning to be global citizens and
understanding the responsibility we each have in our community. This school year,
Berkeley has integrated  Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), a framework
developed by the United Nations. There are 17 SDGs which address three dimensions
of sustainable development (environmental, economic and social). SDGs allow
students to have a voice in changing the world, one small step at a time. The
elementary school has incorporated these goals into the monthly checklist challenge
and our assemblies. 

 
     In February, the first grade classes decided to help reduce inequalities (SDG #13) . It
began in class when the children learned about the plight of refugees from around the
world and the hardships they endure daily. As the class discussion progressed, we
brainstormed ideas of how to help. Making mask necklaces and selling them to their
classmates would allow them to raise money. Which was earmarked for refugee
families associated with Berkeley. The students were excited to be able to make
something themselves to help families in need.Thanks to the first grade classes and
their beautiful designs, we were able to raise 4,000 baht!

 
 

Reduce Inequalities
By: Ms. Sylvia

Chinese New Year
By: Ms. Amy

Due to the COVID situation here in Thailand, Chinese New Year carnival was
cancelled sadly but it can’t stop our spirits! We got to celebrate Chinese New
Year in a different way. 

During 3 weeks of online learning, secondary students were working on
Chinese New Year legends, traditions and New Year greetings in Chinese. You
can check out their work in the Berkeley TV Chinese New Year special episode.

Once school reopened, we will begin our next unit on informational texts.
Students will be focusing on finding specific information in texts that support
the author’s points. started our cultural activities in classes including
calligraphy writing, paper lantern making, Chinese word paper cutting, zodiac
studying and board games, Chinese song learning and funny New Year Ox
dance. We explored the Chinese New Year related legends/traditions. We
practiced to greet each other in Chinese as well. Students of all ages created
wonderful decorations we used to adorn the school for this special holiday.
We had collaborative plans with our wonderful Art teacher, Ms. Erin, who
worked hard with her students to make special items for Chinese New Year.
There is plenty to delight the eyes around school from Ming dynasty pottery,
to lanterns, Chinese fans and Peking opera masks.
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     In early March, Ms. Courtney and her students
demonstrated water scarcity with an outside activity. As Ms.
Courtney explained to her students, in sub-Saharan Africa,
319 million people worry about where and how they’ll get
enough water. Without access to an adequate water source,
their days revolve walking long distances to gather enough to
cook, clean, bathe — and of course, drink. The task of
collecting water falls mainly on women and children,
especially girls, who carry water an average of 6 kilometers
(3.7 miles) a day. Many children carry up to 45 lbs of water on
their head. 
     For the activity, the students were tasked with
carrying Sprinkle water bottles around the outside
basketball court. Sprinkle water bottles are
approximately 41.5 lbs. Though Ms. Courtney did not
encourage head-carrying, she was trying to
demonstrate what other children are required to do in
order to get (somewhat) clean, drinking water. 
     Earth Day Every Day is also enjoying creating arts and
crafts projects using recycled materials as well as
designing posters to encourage environmentally friendly
practices.
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Earth Day Everyday
By: Ms. Kristine

     Environmental issues are on the forefront of our minds and souls. Air pollution,
deforestation, water scarcity, and climate change are just some of the important
environmental concerns people deal with daily. How many school days have been adjusted
to account for the AQI (Air Quality Index) that affects recess, sports, outdoor leisure activities
and more? 
      It’s not enough to say “recycle that plastic bottle”. How can we really show young people
what a difference we can all make? Earth Day Every Day is one of Berkeley’s ASAs for
students G3-G5 that provides information about some of the environmental issues that our
world faces. Each week, Ms. Courtney utilizes books, videos, and news articles to introduce
topics to engage the students to be better environmental citizens. 



     As we near the end of the 3rd quarter, there are a lot of firsts
for both our high school and middle school aged students. In
eighth grade they got their first taste of what high school will be
like next year. While sitting in Mr. Brian’s classroom they listened
to a presentation on high school; graduation requirements and
the importance of one’s GPA were a few topics discussed as well
as taking a glance at some of the classes they could choose from.
They seemed very excited about entering this new phase in life
and helped to create a presentation for grade 5 students to give
them a heads up to what Middle School would be like.

     In grade nine, our freshmen took their first PSAT and became
one step closer to being better prepared for university. Nerves
were high the previous day and morning, but they worked hard
to push through the grueling 3 hour process and will soon be able
to take advantage of College Board’s SAT preparatory resources. 

     I couldn’t be more proud of our young students and all of their
hard work. As Berkeley continues to grow and mold these
individuals, it is obvious that academics are very important and
our students are setting high goals for themselves. Honors
classes, advanced placement courses and SAT prep are all
various ways that our driven young minds are pushing
themselves to go the extra mile. It has been great having students
as young as 8th grade ask important questions about university
requirements and begin the search for what they would like to do
after graduation.

HIGH SCHOOL
HAPPENINGS
MS. KATRINA
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     Grin Green International, the student-led

social enterprise that has partnered with

UNEP, Greenpeace, Friday’s For Future,

Extinction Rebellion, Thailand’s Department of

Marine & Coastal Resources, several

international schools, and small businesses

around Thailand in the fight to lead climate

restoration initiatives. 

  

   While SARS-CoV-2 and ongoing political

trauma has continued to delay much of our

plans to advocate for serious environmental

reform, we have still accomplished some

pretty cool stuff as we approach the end of

quarter 3. 

    GGI is in the process of expanding to 3 new

hubs. One in Tokyo, one at KIS, and one at RIS.

We are in negotiations now with leadership at

the administrative and student-level to assign

roles and obligations. 

    Celicia Cordes has been asked to give a

keynote speech at this year’s ServICE

conference. Celicia will talk in detail about the

urgency in addressing/reforming Thailand's

destructive slash and burn agricultural

practices. She will also discuss various

sustainable remedies to the problem as a

means to being solutions-based and proactive.

     We have also formed a partnership with two

new organizations; PooPooPaper Park and

Rescued Glass, both are social enterprises that

involve themselves heavily in circular economic

practices. PooPooPaper takes elephant poo and

converts it into paper and other cool stuff. We

will use their creations for our advocacy

campaigns. We have also agreed to publish a

book about student-advocacy together using

their elephant paper as the vehicle. Recycled

Glass collects wasted glass and breathes new

life into it. Many of their new creations are

artistic with limitless applications.  

    

     Recently GGI/WeSwear formed a partnership

with Ecotopia at Siam Discovery to sell our

various advocacy-based eco-merchandise

permanently. 

     We hope to have our 6th beach cleanup at

Bangsaen beach in the coming weeks which we

will host along with other partnering schools in

the Bangkok area. We always welcome support

and community involvement. Learn more at

Gringreen.org (@gringreen) and WeSwear.org

(@We_Swear). 

M R .  G E O F F

GRIN GREEN
INTERNATIONAL
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     In the seminal research-based book, “Last Child in The Woods”,
author Richard Louv coined the term nature deficit disorder which
refers to the combined psychological, physical and cognitive costs we
suffer due to our alienation from nature, especially affecting children in
vulnerable developing years. Causes include increasing consumption of
electronic media, parental fears and restricted access to natural areas.
Costs include, but are not limited to, attention and mood disorders,
lower grades, obesity and limited respect for the environment. After all,
how can we expect our children to truly understand and appreciate the
concepts of conservation, sustainability and global warming if they
spend most of their time indoors, playing with electronic devices?  
     Research shows that benefits of outdoor play and time spent in
nature include: better physical and mental health; better motor agility,
coordination and cognitive abilities; improved social skills; improved
academic performance; better problem solving skills; less likely to fall ill
due to stronger immune systems; less likely to suffer from obesity and
less likely to develop ADHD.
    So, what are we doing to address this at Berkeley? This year,
elementary and high school students have been hard at work
developing a biodiverse garden from scratch! 
        At the start of the year, we had a large area of grass, overlooking
the parking lot, with a dump site at the back. Apart from a few trees
planted during a previous Earth Day, there was nothing there. 
      With the goal of bringing diverse plant and animal life into this dry
and exposed grass area, students set about building raised beds and
digging in-ground garden beds. We became master diggers in no time, as
we began planting as many plants as we could get our hands on! We
have grown from seed, planted seedlings, planted young plants, we
have used cuttings and also donated plants. 

BERKELEY'S GARDEN WONDERLAND

From Barren to Blooming

The garden 'before'

Berkeley garden March 2021

Students built raised garden beds from coconut timber.
We used a layered “lasagna garden” technique.

      We found the soil to be a really poor quality: it is largely compacted clay soil,
with building rubble back-fill, so we constantly come across construction rubble,
bricks and even steel rebars when digging. We remove the rubble and work to
improve the soil quality by adding organic soil. We also mulch around all our
plants to reduce water loss, maintain soil temperature and nourish the soil as
the organic plant matter decomposes over time. We also water with EM, effective
microorganism, a naturally fermented plant fertilizer which we make from a
mother batch made by our beloved late head gardener, Mr. Ding Dong. All these
efforts, with time, will help to create more fertile soil. 
     Our dedicated students are never deterred by the difficulty of digging, it
seems the challenge only spurs them on further! Early on, we decided to dig a
pond to bring in more wildlife, and students from G1-12 got right in! Everyone
worked extremely HARD, digging for weeks and weeks! As it was during the rainy
season, we often arrived to find a large mud pool, much to everyone’s delight!
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     We have also transformed an area alongside the boundary fence into an amazing
sensory play station! We have dug two pits, one for mud and one for sand. The sandpit is
always buzzing with teams of engineers working together to create dams, underground
tunnels, bridges, temples and more! During the dry season, primary students become
geologists and archaeologists in the dry mud pit, excavating in search of minerals and
“fossils”. These are then investigated further at our smashing stations, and excited
children gather bags of beautiful crystals! During the rainy season, it will return to a
mud pit, which is a firm favorite amongst most students! Childhood is not complete
without mud play! Research shows that mud play is a basic biological need, and this
type of play has many physical, psychological and emotional benefits for children.
      After establishing garden beds, constructing our pond, and sensory play stations, we
moved on to transform the back area from a garden dumpsite into a beautiful area for
animals. Students have been astonishingly dedicated to this drive for animals!
WOOHOO! It took us a few months to clear the site of waste, and nobody complained,
they just put on their gloves and got to it! Then, we used dry leaves and grass cuttings
collected from around the school to mulch the entire zone. We are already seeing plants
sprouting in what was previously desertified earth! In the garden, we live by the
mantra, “kids can change the world!” and what an effect the children have made! 

 

Delighted students playing in the mud during the rainy season! For many primary students, the Berkeley Garden has been their first experience playing with mud.
MUD MAKES YOU HAPPY – New research has shown that exposure to friendly soil bacteria (Mycobacterium Vaccae) stimulates the immune system 

causing the brain to release serotonin, the endorphin used to regulate mood. Even our big kids love playing in the mud! 

Happiness is...
our gigantic leaf pile!

First grade architects at work! 
 Sand play builds sensory

development, develops fine
and gross motor skills and

hand-eye coordination, builds
creativity and imagination, it
develops social and language

skills, and boosts immunity! All
this, while having fun, hooray!

Second grade civil
engineers! In the
sandpit, students

really develop
their cooperative
design, problem-

solving and
communication

skills. 

Our butterfly pea is
thriving and grows now

in abundance!  We
harvest the flowers for
a wide variety of uses!
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       Our animal zone is now finally ready for animals! Our choice of materials: bamboo, salvaged timber, mesh fencing and
palm frond panels have enabled us to make quick progress, and students of all ages have played a part! With the help of
Ms. Kaew and our maintenance team, we have built a house for rabbits, a house for ducks and a house for chickens! We
have added wire mesh across the boundary fencing and built entrance gates, to keep our animals safely within our garden,
and have added internal bamboo fences to demarcate their permanent zone. We have added plants and climbing frames
for butterfly pea, and plan to include more edible herbs for our animals, too. 
      We have just welcomed our first animals: chickens! Many thanks to Ms. Jelly for donating them to us! They arrived on
Tuesday, March 23rd, just in time for our first grade class! Oh, what a magical treat! As the bell rang for the end of class and
the start of lunch, a group of 4th graders came bounding into the garden, “WHERE ARE THE CHICKEEEEENS?!!!” And it has
been like that every day since! Kinder classes are visiting, middle and high schoolers are coming to meet and love them, and
every lunch more students are coming to try sneak in some extra chicken love! We will soon be welcoming rabbits and
ducks! It is incredibly special to experience the love, care and connection the students have for our animals! 

Our students are becoming conscientious seedsavers!
We collect all varieties of seed pods, which we dry and

store in our very own seed bank! We aim to build an
extensive collection, from our own plants and the food

we eat, so that we may continually grow plants and
food, sustainably.

The smashing stations are a hit! Curious young
geologists explore the rocks and minerals in our

surroundings, while learning to use common
tools safely, and further their hand-eye

coordination. 

      Berkeley’s high school Design & Technology class is currently
working to design and build various shelving systems, a potting
station, watering can storage, a cosy seating nook, and an animal
playground for the newest members of our Berkeley family! It is a
very special community that we are part of, and we are so proud that
different curricular areas and divisions are contributing to the
further development of our Garden Wonderland! Thank you to all our
high school students who have been working hard to support an
important impact on the development of our younger students!
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     Next year, all our kinder classes will visit our garden weekly. Research tells us that nature play
significantly improves all aspects of child development – physical, cognitive, social and emotional. It
enables students to grow resilience, self-confidence, initiative, creativity and more. In addition, the closer
their connection to nature and animals, the better equipped our youngest Berkeley Changemakers will be
to save the world from its current path!
       What a year it has been! I am so honoured to work with such amazing children! Without them, none of
this would have been possible!! Our Berkeley students have used their imaginations, their hearts, have
researched a lot, and after many months of hard work and lots of sweat, are so proud to demonstrate
that kids can, in fact, change the world! 

Many thanks to families who have shown support to our farm garden initiative! We are always in need
of supplies and plants! If you have anything you’d like to donate to our garden, please email Ms. Phoenix

(phquin@berkeley.ac.th).. Thanks so much!

We are BERKELEY CHANGEMAKERS!

mailto:phquin@berkeley.ac.th



