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It has been an exciting first semester for the Secondary Students. Students have celebrated their life at 
Berkeley through activities ranging from iCamp to Christmas musicals, from science fair to sports, and from House 
competitions to Halloween. Through it all the students have been developing the attributes of our Berkeley 
Community Profiles.

The Berkeley Community Profiles are the attributes our students develop when the engage with Berkeley 
school life. We aim to develop students who are not just good at academics, but are  Passionate, Resilient, 
Inquisitive, Determined and Ethical. 

Since August the Students have been recording their Community Profiles in their e-portfolios. The portfolios 
consist of examples of work they did in class, including strengths and weaknesses, and examples taken from class 
and school activities that demonstrate their PRIDE profiles.  The portfolios provide students a way to track their 
growth and Passion throughout the year. They allow students to show their Resilience using 
video, pictures and audio. E-portfolios allow students develop 21st century skills as they 
demonstrate their Inquisitiveness. Students can show their Determination using a variety of 
media that goes beyond just reading and writing, and students growth as Ethical people can 
be tracked by parents by just logging into the portfolio and seeing it.

The Portfolios are under development now, and will be used as the foundation of the 
Student-Parent-Teacher conference in Semester 2. So ask your Child about their e-Portfolio 
and see their PRIDE! Patrick Sweeney

Secondary Principal

Dear Berkeley Community,
Full steam ahead! What an exciting start to our year we have had at Berkeley International 

School. We have had some fabulous events this year, a huge thank you to our teachers who put in 
many extra hours outside of the day to ensure that school is an exciting and engaging place. Our 
Outdoor Education Week was one of my favorites to date, as the children were truly immersed in the 
environment, learning with and from each other as well as their teachers and the great outdoors. With 
the renovation of our kinder playground into an outdoor learning area, this will become a standard 
part of our curricula and not a stand-alone activity.

It is critical that children spend time outdoors playing and also interacting with other people. 
The role that technology may have to inhibit this is greatly increasing. While it is unrealistic to expect 
families to isolate children from tech, it should not be used as a standard method for 
keeping children busy. A good rule of thumb for elementary children is no more than 
30 minutes to an hour of free screen time in the evening and on weekends. This, 
coupled with opportunities to play and explore will ensure our children have a lively 
curiosity and healthy relationship with technology.

For the Lions,
Lisa Johnson
Berkeley Head of School

George Bernard Shaw wrote that “we don’t stop playing because we grow old, we grow old because 
we stop playing.” Throughout history, young generations have enjoyed countless hours of play outside. Whether 
it was before school in the backyard, at recess in the playground, or after school in the park, children and 
young adolescents had ample opportunities to be kids and just… play. The positive effects of this are well 
known, but well worth repeating: allowing children to use their creativity while developing their imagination, 
dexterity, and physical, cognitive, and emotional strength. 

In today’s fast-paced world, however, priorities have shifted, time constraints are ever-present, and with 
the development and rise of new technologies, the age-old tradition of play (particularly outdoor play) is 
decreasing. This lack of play can lead to negative consequences: stress, anxiety, reduced brain and muscle 
fiber development, as well as a reduction in communication, problem-solving, and social skills.

The answer to this is simple. Encourage your children (no matter how old) to go outside 
after school and play! A walk in the park, riding bikes in the neighbourhood, some outdoor 
gardening, there are never-ending solutions to keeping your children active after school. 
The positive changes in appetite, mood, energy and attitude will astound you. So, put the 
devices away, turn off the TV, and go outside with your child and play! 

Jake Varley
Primary Principal
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Outdoor Classroom Day
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Explorers
Pre-K has been exploring so much in quarter 2! During 

outdoor classroom week we played in the sand, built a mud 
kitchen, made art, and learned alongside all of the bigger 
kids in kindergarten. We came dressed in some amazing 
costumes for Halloween, and were so brave while having our 
first performance on stage in the theater for Loy Krathong. 
We have also been exploring colors by playing with paint - 
mixing different colors together has been one of our favorite 
activities. We have all become more independent and 
confident at school. We have been focusing on playing 
together with our friends and learning how to express our 
feelings, wants, and needs. We are growing so fast and are 
looking forward to all the things the new year will bring. 

The K1 students continue to learn and grow by 
exploring, problem solving, and playing in imaginative 
ways! We loved taking part in Outdoor Classroom Week, 
where we got to collaborate with other kinder students, 
get messy, and soak up some sunshine. The Lemur and 
Panda class also brought their Teddies to Suan Luang Park 
for a Teddy Bear Picnic, it was nice having so many mums, 
dads, and nannies join us! This quarter we have been 
learning about “In the Garden”; we discussed healthy 
eating, learned about where some of our food comes 
from, and planted in the garden. We have begun our new 
unit “Dinosaurs”, where we will continue to learn how to 
write our names, learn our letters and numbers, and 
continue being kind and caring friends.

Pre-K

Gets messy
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K1
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“Take chances, make mistakes, and get 
messy!” - John D. Cook



Community

The second quarter of this academic year has been 
bursting with excitement and adventures that have kept K2 
students busy building strong minds and bodies. We started this 
quarter with a full week of outdoor learning and added a dash of 
Halloween spook with a pinch of traditional Thai dancing for Loy 
Krathong. Between all of the costumes, dance moves and play, 
students have also been exploring the topic, “Community Helpers.”  
K2 students delved into what makes a community and are gaining 
an understanding of the roles and importance of individuals that 
create a positive place for us to live. Our classroom post office and 
community construction centers have provided a fun opportunity 
for K2 kiddos to continue building their literacy and numeracy skills 
and further develop their abilities to communicate and 
collaborate. So much has already been accomplished in the first 
two quarters, but there is still much to do; still so much to learn!  

K3 students have continued to grow personally, 
socially and academically during the course of the second 
quarter. Student well-being is always at the forefront, and 
what better way to help students learn to make healthy 
choices (and in turn, lead more fulfilling lives) than learning 
about food! We kicked off our recent unit with a trip to the 
supermarket, learning all about different produce from our 
generous host, gathering ingredients to make our very own 
fruit salad, and even being invited to help bake fresh 
croissants. These experiences, combined with hands-on 
classroom provocations, planted the seeds for the exciting 
weeks that have since followed. Student interest has been 
the driving force - propelling K3J into an authentic Food Truck 
project, while K3T investigates restaurants. Math, science, 
literacy, health, art, and of course, personal and social skills, 
are all being addressed while we explore nutrition, recipes, 
marketing, design, service and profit. It has certainly been a 
fun and busy quarter with plenty of exciting times still ahead! 

K2

Gets messy

4

K3

helpers
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Kinder Thai

Elementary Thai
Sa-wad-dee-ka. For the second quarter of learning Thai, the 

elementary students have been busy this quarter. They have 
improved their Thai language skills and learned more Thai culture 
by doing so many interesting activities. 

In Thai culture, the students have learned about the story of 
Loy Krathong, one of famous festival in Thailand. They were so 
excited about making their own amazing Krathong in order to gain 
hands on experience. They also have learned about the meaning 
of Thai Flag and how to sing Thai National and Royal Anthems 
correctly. 

In Thai language, first and second graders have learned how 
to read and write words with Thai vowels. They were enjoyed 
making their own Thai sentences by using Thai simple words. Third 
graders have learned about the final consonants through playing 
games and activities. Fourth and fifth graders have spent time 
learning each level of Thai words and parts of Thai sentence. 

This quarter was another step of learning Thai and we assure 
that our little lions will keep improving their Thai skills and have lots of 
fun with learning Thai. 

6

Improving skills

People, who love to explore different parts of the 
world, know about diverse cultures, places, and lifestyle. 
Speaking a language gives you a better understanding of the 
country’s culture. You can interact with people more freely 
providing a greater scope of meeting new people, making 
new friends, more fun, and enjoyment.

Preschool learners are at mimicking new sounds and 
adopting pronunciation. The brain is open to new sounds and 
patterns in preadolescence. At this age, young children 
should have time to learn through play-like activities. 
Language lessons can be informal and children’s minds are 
not yet cluttered with facts to be stored and tested. Before 
children become self- conscious they can try out their newly 
acquired languages without fear of embarrassment.

   Learning languages provides a view into cultural 
traditions that helped shape a language. So if getting along 
really depends on being able to put ourselves in other 
people’s shoes, being able to speak their language helps us 
more deeply understand how others see the world.

Language and culture



Grade 2

Grade 1 
Grade 1 is always busy and working hard!  In quarter 

two we learned about Biomimicry and worked in groups to 
build inventions inspired by nature.  Did you know that 
velcro was invented by George de Mestral in the 1940’s 
because he had burs stuck to his pants after walking his 
dog?!  Inspiration is all around.

In Q2 we also had our first field trip to Khao Kheow 
Open Zoo.  We learned about all the animals and had a 
great time walking around.  The most memorable part had 
to be the giant hippo we saw!  

In writing we learned how to write teaching books.  
We know all about how to hook the reader into our story 
and making an interesting ending - as well as adding 
interesting facts to teach readers all about our topic.

Our Social Studies unit has us thinking about our 
Community.  We have begun some of our service learning 
projects by asking for old crayon donations that we will 
melt and reuse.  We will donate these to our community 
partner when they come to visit us at Berkeley in January. 
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Working hard

In our second quarter of Writer’s Workshop second 
graders were building their skills in writing an informative text. 
They learned about writing a “how to” text to describe the 
process of making a krathong just before the Loy Krathong 
celebration. Students began by learning the importance of 
writing a clear introduction to give readers a good 
understanding of what their writing was about. Then it was on to 
the body where students explained what was needed and 
provided step by step instructions. Next they made use of 
transition words to provided sequencing and clarity for their 
readers. Finally were the closing sentences to indicate that their 
story has been told.

Part of the Writer’s Workshop is to share and celebrate. 
They did this by first creating a Google Doc to publish their 
writing. Using technology such as this involves building skills they 
will certainly need in their future studies. After sharing their writing 
with classmates, students went full on to share their documents 
with the Berkeley community. They did so by displaying their 
writing in the atrium where everyone was making their krathongs 
for the Loy Krathong celebration. Hopefully our second grade 
writers were able to help others make some beautiful krathongs 
by sharing their new formed writing skills.

Writer’s workshop 
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Grade 4

Grade 3

8

In the second quarter Grade 3 students became 
paleontologists! We spent weeks studying different types of 
fossils and the clues they provide us about the past. We started 
the unit by creating our own trace fossils by pressing seashells 
into Play-Doh and letting the Play-Doh harden. Through careful 
exploratory work we discovered examples of each type of fossil. 
For example, we learned that animal tracks are examples of 
trace fossils, and an animal skull is a mold fossil! We went on 
web-quests to discover the value of paleontology and learn 
about famed paleontologist Ross MacPhee. We also 
connected our new knowledge of fossils to rock layers and the 
rock cycle, finding that all types of rock can evolve into another 
type when heat, pressure, weathering and erosion are 
introduced. To complete our fossil unit, we used colored sand 
mixed with glue to create 3 layers of “rock” in small paper cups. 
We embedded small dinosaur toys in each layer to act as our 
fossils. Once hardened, we put on our paleontologist hats and 
used wooden skewer sticks and paintbrushes to excavate the 
dinosaurs! This activity was filled with messy, hands-on FUN and 
gave us great insight into the job of a paleontologist!

Fourth grade classes are all about working with our 
community! We have been very busy taking part in the Berkeley 
Community activities this quarter. With so much going on, 
students enthusiasm and motivation to learn is exploding. 
Students have been involved in hosting the assembly for the 
months of October and November as they put their efforts into 
demonstrating how to be inquisitive and dedicated. Outdoor 
classroom day, saw all the students move their way through a 
variety of activities working with students from Elementary in their 
house groups to complete their tasks. This was a hot day but a 
fun way of working together and then were cooled down by a 
free swim. Also, we love a good dress up in 4th Grade, so 
Halloween was another exciting day. Taking part in the Berkeley 
Halloween Parade, as parents and students lined the walkway 
with enthusiastic cheers, was all we needed to make us feel like 
the effort to dress up was really worth it. We also love being part 
of other grade level events. This quarter we visited the middle 
schoolers for the Middle School Science Fair and every Friday, our 
highlight is reading buddies with the 1st Grade students. As we 
think of others in the community, our box is very full of gifts for 
children who are less fortunate than us in the community for the 
Berkeley Christmas Present Drive. As this quarter comes to an end 
we still have Loy Krathong and the Musical which we are all very 
excited for.

Paleontologists

Students of many talents



Library

Grade 5

The library is always a busy place at Berkeley. Since 
we are a K-12 library all of the students visit to read and to 
work. Parents, you are welcome to come and borrow books 
to read to your children or to read by yourselves. If you 
come to the library you may see Kindergarten students 
borrowing books and then enjoying story time as I read to 
them. Elementary students come with their classes to find 
the just right book for their reading levels. You may also see 
them during snack and lunch breaks researching topics. 
Some students recently were looking up different rocks that 
they found outside. Other students like to be creative and 
draw pictures. You may see students using computers to 
work on their checklist challenges. Some like to play Uno or 
Snakes and Ladders. You may also see Middle School and 
High School students meeting for their classes or coming to 
study in the cool temperature of the library. It’s hot outside! 
If you haven’t visited please do. The library is open from 
7:15-3:45 Monday-Thursday and from 7:15-3:15 on Friday.

Grade 5 has had an awesome second quarter 
where we focused a lot on science.  This is the first year 
that grade 5 has participated alongside the middle 
school students in the science fair and we totally rocked 
it!  From egg incubators to bottle rockets and questions 
of curiosity of all kinds our grade was able to put 
together a wonderful science fair for all the school and 
parents to see.  Alongside the science fair we learned 
about the scientific method through making our own 
egg drop experiments.  We were asked to make an 
invention using only four materials that when dropped 
from the clock tower at Berkeley, our egg would not 
crack.  It was so fun making and testing out our own 
inventions and seeing which ones cracked and which 
ones stayed nice and safe inside our contraption. 
Coming up in just a few days will be our overnight barge 
trip.  We can’t wait!

9

Come Explore

Rockers!!



!Hola a todos!
What a fantastic period with both classes Spanish 1 and 2!. 

Students have been working hard to kick off with their Spanish, and 
I am really proud of them. Now, Spanish 1 students are ready to 
greet in Spanish, describe things as well as people using adjectives 
and are starting to deal with Spanish verbs. Besides, Spanish 2 
students now feel more confident and are ready to talk either 
using the present or the preterit. Buen trabajo leones!

Moreover, during this term we are going to discover 
interesting things about the Spanish speaking countries cultural 
aspect.  The Spanish students, as part of the EPORTFOLIO project, 
have chosen one country among the 21 Spanish speaking 
countries to represent. This work will help them to learn about 
traditions, population, literature, arts, famous people sports, culture, 
places to visit and gastronomy of these countries.

But, what are the benefits of speaking Spanish? More than 
572 million people speak Spanish in the world, of which 477 are 
native speakers.  Furthermore Spanish is the second most spoken 
native language in the world, meaning potential opportunities for 
Spanish learners are abundant. You can learn Spanish for travel, for 
work or to make more friends. Plus, it’s one of the easiest 
languages for English speakers to pick up.

Thanks to all my students for their effort and keep up the 
good work, 

Gracias 
Ms. Ana 

Art
Some clever chap by the name of Degas once said that 

painting is easy when you don’t know how to do it, but that it gets 
progressively harder the more you learn (he’s also the dude who said 
that stuff about art not being what you see, but what you make others 
see).

He was right then, and it’s still true, in the here and now.  
We’ve kind of had to unlearn a lot of the stuff we thought we knew 
about painting this year - it’s getting more complicated as we add 
new techniques, extra brushes and a whole lot more to our 
ever-expanding painting arsenal.  
 In Grade One, we’ve gotten to know Mr Quirke’s girlfriend, 
MoLi, and even had a go at trying to recreate our own versions of her 
for The Winter Exhibition.  In Grades Two and Three, it’s been abstract 
canvases with acrylics and similar stuff in the Grades above. Middle 
School and High School have tackled Portrait of the Artist, developing 
abstract self-portraits and all the challenges therein, learning new 
techniques like underpainting and two-brush blending.
  Somewhere in there, Grade 2 presented The Kina Collection. 
Grades 6 and 7 got ready for lightspeed by building compact starships 
from old CDs and we all continued to develop our creative thinking 
while Mr. Quirke made hilarious jokes, questionable dance moves and 
reminded us that we would never be as good at painting as him: that 
if we practised our art at home and school, we would be better than 
him.  Because that’s the way it should be!

Spanish

Painting Is Hard.
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 Get Inventive!

Over in the IT lab, Grade 8 students are becoming 
inventors! Their task for this quarter was to take a problem and 
come up with an invention that solves it. To guide them 
through this task, they have been learning about Design 
Thinking - a five-step problem-solving process designers use to 
work out what people really need, and how to give it to 
them. 

Firstly they empathise with their potential end-users in 
order to find out how they really feel about the problem, and 
use this information to define what the issue actually is. Once 
they had a real grip on the problems, they brainstormed 
potential ideas to solve them, and selected the best ones. 

After this, the fun really starts - building and testing 
prototypes, a process they learned by building towers of 
spaghetti and testing them to destruction! To create their own 
prototypes, they learned 3D design software and used it to 
bring their designs to life via our 3D printer. Their first creations 
may not all have passed the test, but they’re learning to 
embrace failure as part of the process, learn from it, and build 
something better next time around!

Now, at the end of the process, they’re putting the 
finishing touches to some amazing creations. Perhaps we’ll be 
seeing them in stores around the world in the future!

After School Activity
“GIRLS ON THE RUN IS SO MUCH FUN!”  

That is the cheer you may have heard at the 
end of each of our practices.  Every Wednesday 
we would get together as a group of girls and talk 
about ways to help keep ourselves happy and 
have a well balanced life.  Lessons such as how to 
make friends, making good choices, being 
responsible, healthy eating, positive self- talk, 
learning about emotions, etc.  We would then 
take these lessons and incorporate them with a 
fun running activity.  We all became great friends, 
learned to love our bodies and running more and 
learned how to have a more positive outlook on 
life and the things we are doing.  Girls on the Run 
was so much fun!

IT

Girls on the run
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Loy Krathong
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Halloween 
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Grade 6
In Grade 6 social studies, students embarked on an 

exploration of the revolutionary period of prehistory. 
This began when humans abandoned the nomadic 

hunting and gathering existence they had known for 
millennia to take up a completely new way of life; the 
decisive move to farming and herding the ratio of 
permanent settlements and the discovery of metals setting 
the stage for the arrival of the worlds first civilisation. 

We explored evidence of these first humans. 
Students read the article about the 20 Most Fascinating 
Cave Paintings, and had a chance to recreate them and 
explain possible meanings. If only these wall could talk, we 
could unlock the key to the origins of mankind!

14

Grade 7
Grade 7 students put their brains to the test as they 

created an entire science fair project this quarter in 
science class. They were able to work alone or pick a 
partner to work with on this huge endeavor. They started by 
picking questions that they wanted to find the answer to. 
Next, they conducted research to figure out if it was 
possible for them to answer any of these questions using 
the scientific method. This also helped them narrow down 
their topic to one question. They focused on this question 
and created a procedure to help gather data to answer 
the question. This data was used to formulate a conclusion 
and create a science fair presentation. This presentation 
was given to a judge that rated them on three categories 
to pick the best overall science fair project. All of the 
students did a fantastic job participating in the science fair!

Cave painters

Questions Science



Grade 8
What a great semester for the eighth graders! We have just finished a 

novel study, The Misfits, by James Howe.  This story brought our classroom lots 
of laughs, cries, and squeals of joy. In addition, the students got to learn a 
little about the American political system and election process. They worked 
in groups to create their own political parties, and run campaigns centered 
around platforms, or projects they are passionate about. Ultimately, they 
came up with some great initiatives that can make real change within our 
school! These included overnight trips, canteen food, e-sports, elective 
choices, a quiet room, and several others. Great job, future leaders! The 
novel sparked conversations about a lot of other serious topics including 
bullying, equality, and dealing with loss. Students had a chance to write 
about topics of their choice and practice citing text evidence. As a final 
project, each student is creating an innovative and unique self-portrait, and 
write a reflection about their own self-image. 

I am really looking forward to next semester, when the students will 
be engaging in Reader’s Workshop, and reading a Sci-Fi/Fantasy novel of 
their choice. We will focus heavily on reading independently, annotating 
text, and writing about the literature. 

If you are looking for some holiday reading, maybe try one of the 
sequels to The Misfits-- Totally Joe, Addie on the Inside, or Better Known as 
Elvis.  

As we reach the end of 2018, and your last semester of middle 
school, remember the words of Bobby Goodspeed: “What makes for a 
happy ending is… freedom. The freedom to be who you are without 
anybody calling you names.” 

15

Grade 9
This quarter the grade 9’s have been learning 

about how cells multiply by dividing, the only time 
where such a mathematical contradiction is seen. The 
students also immersed themselves into the world of 
chromosomes and genes as they finally discovered why 
it is possible to have different colored hair from both 
your parents and not be adopted! By the way, what 
did the geneticist wear on his first date? Designer 
‘genes’.

However, I must stop talking about meiosis as it is 
such a divisive issue. Deoxyribonucleic acid is a far 
more interesting topic. Some of the grade 9’s learnt 
about its structure by building edible models of DNA out 
of liquorice and marshmallows. Of course, they got to 
enjoy the fruits of their work at the end.

The unit ended by learning about how DNA is 
involved in building proteins and what exactly we 
mean by a genetic mutation. 

Okay, one more joke:
Q: What did one cell say to his sister 
cell when she stepped on his toe?
A: Mitosis.

Future Politicians?

Learn DNA



Grade 10

Excitement for the new year, new students, old students, 
planning and re-planning and whew - first semester is about to finish. It 
has been a good challenge and another journey well begin, we have 
covered many types of functions during the year and loved our BEST 
FRIEND who is always there, ALEKS!!

Algebra II students took a major decision at the start of the 
year, not to do UNIT TESTS. We collectively moved away from tests and 
on to “Performance tasks”. Students now complete a real world use of 
the unit and present that for showing their learning and understanding. 
They also get to see how to use Algebra in their life and apply it. 

With statistics coming up and all the complex functions in 
semester II that our life will have many zeros and roots on desmos and 
our dear TI-84’s. I am sure Wesley will type faster on his calculator while 
Book will need some more time, Jacob will be sleepy but wake up 
when he sees an equation/graph and Risa will keep working hard. 
Anica, Wolfy and Nastya do their best all the time but all of these 
students love-hate Ennio equally and find him a little crazy. I do hope 
the students are enjoying the challenge as much as I am enjoying 
covering it with them.  

 Grade 11

Psychology students have been exploring the 
mysteries of the conscious mind this quarter. From sleep and 
dreaming through to the altered states of consciousness 
experienced through hypnosis and meditation. Students 
have been assessing claims made by individuals who say 
they can manipulate or control others through suggestion, 
or that people can control their own minds and responses 
to pain through learning how to pay attention to their 
experiences.

Most recently students have been considering the 
ways in which selective inattention and change blindness 
works – the idea that our conscious mind is only really 
paying attention to a few things at any one time and this 
can be manipulated (and to consider how this can be 
dangerous too, like texting while driving or walking). They 
have been tasked with creating their own social experiment 
to see whether friends or family are susceptible to this. From 
creating a distraction allowing them to change an item of 
clothing, to using misdirection to change how someone 
remembers a story, they have been taking part in seeing 
psychology in action in the real world.16

Social Experiments

Math in the real world



Grade 12

Counselor 
Oh my how time flies when you are having fun! We have been very busy in 

Secondary this past quarter. The science fair was very interesting and our Middle 
Schoolers did an amazing job with their projects. The Senior class got to learn a few 
things from their younger classmates when they visited. Did you know that wifi 
waves could dramatically affect your potted plants? That’s what Mark in grade 7 
taught us. Way to go Middle School!

The grade 12 also got to interact with K3J when we teamed up with the 
young ones to do some work on the outdoor garden. K3J had their sketches to 
show us what they would like to plant and the items needed to help their seed or 
plant grow. The “big kids” helped the kindergarteners cut open soil bags and 
dispense it. While the Seniors have taken some time to warm-up to being around 
the littles, it has been a good experience for them. 

Berkeley hosted yet another college fair which almost 30 universities 
attended. The day couldn’t have been more perfect with the soccer tournament 
happening at the same time. Most all of the high schoolers were able to visit with 
the different colleges as well as some of the visiting teams. It is my hopes that 
through these interactions, our students will not only gain more knowledge about 
universities, but also perfect their communication skills. One particular 
representative for University of Hawaii was able to give great insights to our 
students interested in Italy because she herself had just graduated from a university 
there. 

I want to wish you all a most wonderful Holiday season! I am very excited 
for the New Year and all that it will bring for our wonderful Berkeley Family. 

17

Corner

In English 12, we have been working on the finer details of 
communication, on how to get ideas across to others as efficiently and 
succinctly as possible. We started the year with a project called Soundtrack 
of My Life, in which the students picked three songs that best represented 
key aspects of their respective personalities and journeys. Students selected 
from a wide variety of musical genres, from rock to rap to classical music. 
Then, the students presented their soundtracks to the class, explaining how 
their selections showed key aspects of themselves. Afterwards, they 
explained how they presented their ideas for maximum clarity and 
engagement, reflecting upon their own communication techniques. 

Currently, we are studying the novel Tuesdays with Morrie, by Mitch 
Albom. While reading, we have been discussing some of the issues the 
novel confronts, including life, death, and the nature of heroism. A starting 
point for discussing heroism has been Joseph Campbell’s “Hero’s Journey” 
concept, which we have used as a way to see what society considers 
heroic behavior. We have also been building up our knowledge of literary 
techniques, identifying Albom’s writing choices and speculating on 
authorial intent. Our end goal for this unit is to write a literary essay, so we 
also have been participating in peer feedback sessions, commenting on 
each other’s writing and trying to improve our language habits. This being 
our last English class before entering the wide world, we are working hard to 
fine tune our language usage before university, while taking take time to 
enjoy our camaraderie as seniors. 

Finding a meaning
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Secondary Thai

Mandarin

Learning Culture

Born Performers

In this second quarter, Thai secondary class had 
done a lot of works. Great job! In Thai language all of 
secondary Thai native class studied about Thai grammar to 
practiced and improved their communication skills in Thai. 
Non-native Thai class learned about “My family” Unit that 
They needs to know how to call and write their family 
member in Thai. This help them learned about Thai single 
vowels. Then they could read some of Thai words.

For Thai culture, this quarter also had a Loy 
Krathong festival, students had a chance to made their 
own krathong. And in Thai class, they researched about 
Loy Krathong history and the changed of krathong’s 
material in present. It is a lot of types of krathong that they 
need to think about which material is good for the 
environment! 

Grade 7 students had a Thai field trip at The salaya, 
they learned about Thai performance and made their own 
Hanuman mask. 

Moreover, Grade 8 students also had Thai field trip 
at Baan Thoop Hom, Bang Krachao, that they learned 
about Thai wisdom and had fun by made their own 
incense and fabric dyeing!  

We have been really very busy in Mandarin!

We started off this quarter with an 
introduction to Chinese New Year and CNY 
performances. Students selected CNY shows they 
would like to perform on carnival day and started 
working on them. G1 and G5 students will show off 
their Kung fu skills, G2 and G3 kids will amaze you 
with their dragon dance and Mulan dance and 
G4 students will act a cute cat show. 

While preparing for CNY Carnival, we have 
been working hard on our language skills. The first 
graders are learning Chinese numbers, 2 nd 
graders are studying Electrical appliances in 
Chinese, 3 rd and 4 th graders are working on My 
house project and 5 th graders are busy with My 
lovely kitchen unit. I believe their hard work will be 
paid off. Come to join us for CNY Carnival in 
January! Stay tuned!
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PE Undefeatable, athletic, gold!
The varsity girl’s football team won their 

third title in as many seasons. The girls went 
undefeated in the tournament to retain the 
AISAA trophy and celebrate on home soil for 
the third consecutive year. The team had 
great chemistry with sophomore captain 
Jazzy Barbour leading the charge as the 
team’s leading goal scorer. In defense was 
junior goalkeeper Marlena Wilson who made 
several fantastic saves on the day. All the 
Lady Lions played with great spirit and made 
Berkeley proud once again.
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Berkeley has entered the second year 
of membership in the Asia International 
Schools Athleti Association or AISAA(A-sa). 
AISAA was formed by like minded school 
athletic programs with a strong foundation in 
sportsmanship and fair play. Together we 
have created a very competitive league with 
fantastic leadership and support from 
administration. We currently have 6 member 
school s and plan to expand to eight for next 
year. The league also plans to host 
international tournaments and send league 
All-star teams dubbed the AISAA Voyagers to 
tournaments around Southeast Asia. Please 
check out league standings and information 
at www.aisaa.org.

This October Berkeley sent a team of 25 
elementary swimmers to compete in the 
AISAA Friendly Meet. The team performed well 
and finished in the top three of most races. 
The students have been practicing after 
school each week and have improved 
greatly since the start of the school year. 
Training sessions are open to all students from 
grades 1-5 and team members will be 
selected from those sessions to compete in 
swimming competitions each semester. 
Please join us at the newly renovated 25 
meter pool and go Lions!



Berkeley Music
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We've had a fantastic end to the semester in the 
music department and we're kicking off the festive 
season on style. Elementary school have performed their 
fabulous musical, middle school gave a spectacular 
performance at their festive orchestra concert and 
closing the season we had our second annual high 
school “Battle of the Bands” contest. Let's not forget that 
middle school orchestra students also took part in the 
AISAA Orchestra Festival and the Patana String 
Orchestra Festival.  I hope were able to join us for at 
least one of these events.  Congratulations to all of our 
incredibly talented musicians and ‘Merry Christmas’ from 
the music team.  Berkeley Music ROCKS! 



Science Week
Berkeley International got the chance to spend an entire week 
focusing on SCIENCE. The week was filled with exciting activities for 
all grade levels. Each day the announcements were filled with fun 
science facts that wowed the students. The high school science 
teachers put on an amazing show Monday to start the week off 
with a BANG. Berkeley TV featured a segment about science week 
that highlighted the awesome show. A photo booth was set up 
during all lunches allowing students to pretend to be “mad 
scientists”. Microscopes, lab coats, and other equipment were used 
as props in these photos. The week ended with the middle school 
students displaying their work at the annual science fair for judges 
and students to see. They answered questions and displayed their 
science fair boards proudly showcasing their hard work. Awards 
were given to the top in each grade and category ending the 
week on a positive note.  It was a week to remember that science 
can be fun!




