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We have reached the end of the wonderful 2013-2014 school year. We have 
accomplished an amazing amount in the past nine months. As this is the final 

newsletter of the year I would like to take a moment to reflect on some of the key de-
velopments over the past busy year. Below are some of the more memorable changes 
in Berkeley over 2013-2014 school year.

Before the year even started we were fortunate to welcome an amazing group of new 
teachers to Berkeley in Ms. Monique, Ms. Leah, Ms. Tonya, Ms. Holly, Ms. Tessa, Mr. 
Ben, Ms. Ashley, Ms. Amy, and Mr. Michael. These fine teachers have added so much 
to our already outstanding faculty. I am thrilled that we will see them as Berkeley 
veterans next year.

In one of our most important steps forward, we started the year with our inaugural 
high school class. Our eight ninth graders will be trailblazers as they move through 
our new and growing high school. Their intelligence, kindness, humor, and effort 
makes them ideal role models for Berkeley.

One of the defining characteristics of the 2013-14 school year were the addition of 
new and exciting activities. From the wildly successful Parent Teacher Organiza-
tion-sponsored Christmas Carnival, to an amazing fifth grade overnight barge trip, to 
a mini-Adventure Thailand week in middle and high school with students traveling 
around Thailand, to weekly Kindergarten Star/ESLR Award Ceremonies, Berkeley 
continues to work to make Berkley one of the best schools in Bangkok!

The emergence of our athletics program was another one of our great moves forward 
as we played our very first competitive interscholastic games this year. Our elemen-
tary, middle, and high school boys and girls made us proud through their great 
sportsmanship, skills, and overall spirit they brought to all games. I look forward to 
next year when Coach Michael will lead the Berkeley athletic program to new heights. 

Finally, WASC/ONESQA accreditation teams visited us in late April. They had won-
derful things to say about Berkeley and showed that we really are one of the up-and-
coming schools in Bangkok. At this writing, it looks like we will be a fully accredited 
when we start school in August. Our achievement of accreditation is a testament to 
the outstanding efforts of our teachers and a supportive owner and Board of Direc-
tors. 

Overall, our great year was due to the dedication and commitment of our outstanding 
teachers. Their drive, desire, and expertise led all of the progress we have made. The 
entire Berkeley community owes a debt of thanks to our staff. Thank you for all that 
you have done to make Berkeley such a wonderful place!

I would like to wish everyone a wonderful summer vacation, and I look forward to 
seeing you all in August!

Michael Gohde
Headmaster

We are BERKELEY!

A Word from the

Headmaster
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Kindergarten
Highlights

Dinosaurs have captivated the human race for 
hundreds of years.  K1 took a journey into the 

past to explore these mysterious and fascinating 
creatures.  The children have been excited to learn 
the names of several different types of Dinosaurs, 
that even I have trouble pronouncing! 

The concepts the children have learned are; 
•	 Dinosaurs lived a very long time ago
•	 Dinosaurs are now extinct
•	 Dinosaurs ate plants and meat

We have used different learning experi-
ences such as; playing paleontologist in 
our sensory table, colouring triceratops 
masks, making an erupting volcano, and us-
ing different materials and textures to make 
different dinosaurs. As you can see we had 
such fun!D
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K1 has had a busy year. Learning so 
many new skills and making new friends. 
Throughout the year I have gathered pic-
tures of our class in action. These photo-
graphs show the students progress they 
have made towards our ESLR’s.  I have 
a portfolio for each child that contains 
observations, art work and pictures.  The 
portfolios will be presented at the end of 
the year. Check out how much progress 
they have made!

ES
LR Portfol ios

Ms. Sara
K1 Teacher
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Wow!                It’s amazing what differ-
ence a year makes! I have 

loved teaching, encouraging, and watch-
ing these little boys grow over the past 
year. The confidence and friendships they 
have developed has really set them in the 
right direction for continuing with their 
learning experiences when they move up 
into K1.

So, what have we been up to this year to 
encourage such growth? Well, we are now 
all excellent singers; our favorite is the 
ABC song! We are all good at recognizing 
the sounds of the alphabet and can take 
part in singing the songs and doing the 
actions. Our English vocabulary contin-
ues to grow daily and now we can even 
control our crayons and trace all the 
letters of the alphabet.

In Math we have all become ‘mini 
experts’ when it comes to counting 1-10 
and now we can even recognize some of 
the number shapes! We love our hands-
on Math activities and this has enabled 

us to become little Independent Learners 
– sorting, matching and grouping colors 
and shapes, recognizing different sizes, 
creating patterns and matching numbers 
to a correct set of objects. Yes, we have 
been busy learning, haven’t we? But, it’s 
all been so much fun!

Learning all about our different themes 
has to be one of our favorite areas!! They 
are always fun and really helpful for im-
proving our level of English and building 
on our vocabulary. Our themes have 
included – Down on the Farm, Walk-
ing through the Jungle, Under the Sea, 
Creepy Crawlies, Weather and Attrac-
tions – On Safari and at the Circus! We 
love looking at photographs and getting 
to explore our senses through our dif-
ferent themed sensory tables. We’ve had 
everything in there from water and fish 
to sand and animals. Our arts and crafts 
are always a lot fun too and our class 
always looks great, decorated with all our 
wonderful creations!

We all make one great team and we have 
even worked together on some class 
projects! One of our favorites was making 
our “Brown Bear, Brown Bear. What do 
you see?” display board. Not only did this 
help us to learn how to work together and 
gave us the chance to explore a variety 
of craft materials and textures, but it was 
also great for helping us to build on our 
knowledge of colors and animals. We also 
loved listening to the story and joining 
in with the interactive activities as Miss 
Becky read to us. 

Finally, as we are all one big happy family 
in Kindergarten, we also love joining 
together, whether it be in celebration or 
on our fieldtrips! We’ve shown we can be 
responsible and have enjoyed fieldtrips 
to the park and to Safari World with 
our friend’s in K1. We have taken part 
in many school celebrations including 
friendship week, International Day, Book 
Week, Chinese New Year and many 
more. It’s nice to explore our school and 
become familiar with everyone else. 

At Berkeley we are all one, big, happy family. Just the way we like it!

LOOK

Ms. Becky
PreK Teacher

How Far 
We’ve Come
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We are so proud of our first graders’ literacy growth!  In the 
beginning of the year the students learned “Secret Stories,” 

to remember the reading “secrets” that grown-ups know.  For ex-
ample, “au’ and ‘aw’ really like each other and when they are to-
gether they saw ‘Awww!’” Gradually, the students have been able to 
apply those secrets, as well as other strategies, to their reading and 
writing.  The first graders are now able to independently read and 
comprehend a variety of fiction and nonfiction books.  Many of 
the first graders are diving into popular series books such as Cam 
Jansen and The Magic Tree House and are reading about exciting 
topics such as sharks and dinosaurs.   

Throughout the year, the students also learned what it means to 
be an author.  They went through the entire writing process and 
“published” several books of their own. During our story elements 
unit, the students wrote creative and magical fictional stories that 
included castles, princesses, and dragons.  When studying about 
nonfiction text features, the students wrote about topics they are 
knowledgeable about and used nonfiction tools including a table 
of contents, headings, captions, and diagrams.  Above all, Berke-
ley’s first graders have learned to enjoy and appreciate reading and 
writing in their everyday lives which will help them to develop as 
independent, life-long learners!

Lower School
Highlights

Ms. Leah
1st Teacher

Mr. Neal 
2nd Grade Teacher

The second grade students have spent the past unit in social studies learning 
about the market place and basic economics. We began by exploring how 

producers can provide goods or services for others. These goods and services are 
then bought by people called consumers.

One of the places where products can be made is in a factory and students learned 
that an assembly line helps workers make the products quickly. They got some 
hands on experience of an assembly line with a class activity making peanut but-
ter and banana sandwiches. From spreading the peanut butter, to cutting the ba-
nanas and placing the sandwich together, each student had their own specific 
task. For their hard work they received pay checks in the form of a great tasting 
peanut butter and banana sandwich.

Students had another chance to apply what they have learned in their business 
fair activity. Here students chose their own business venture and began planning 
how they would produce the products or offer the service. They started creating 
flow charts to describe each step required to make their products. They then cre-
ated advertisement posters and began preparing their products for the big day. 
The goods and services included popcorn, drawings, bookmarks, empanadas, egg 

splat toys, Thai jelly, lolli-
pops, flavored ice, mas-
sage, and even golf. Stu-
dents worked very hard 
for the event and had a 
great time. 

“I’m surprised that I sold 

so many egg toys!”

 -Jacob

“It was very fun at the 

business fair because I could 

sell things to others or buy 

something from my friends.”  
-Alivia

“I am surprised that teachers and students from other grades came to get a massage from me.”     -Similan

Growing as
Reader’s and

Writers

2nd Grade
Market

“I liked the business fair because I got to sell products.” -Andi
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Mr. Ben and Ms. Mel 
3rd Grade Teachers

During the fourth quarter the Grade 3 stu-
dents have learnt about a variety of interest-

ing topics.

In science, the students have been learning about 
the solar system. We began learning about the 
solar system as a group, before the students 
chose a planet to research. We used the Internet 
and encyclopedias to research about the chosen 
planet and learnt lots of interesting facts. The 
students then edited their work before preparing 
to publish a brochure about the solar system.

In social studies we have been learning about 
the role of governments and the importance of 
voting. We learnt about the role of citizens and 
what it takes to be a good citizen, both in the 
classroom and in the world outside. The students 
went on a field trip to Kidzania where they had 
the opportunity to put this into practice and try 
out lots of different jobs.   

One of Berkeley’s Expected School-wide Learn-
ing Results states that students should “Demon-
strate respect and compassion for themselves and 
the world around them”. During the final quarter 
of the school year, all students have managed to 
demonstrate this through their learning, whether 
it has been about life on Earth or beyond. It has 
been an exciting year of growth for Grade 3 and 
we look forward to seeing the progress this won-
derful class will continue to make in Grade 4!

KidzaniaKidzania
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STORIES

  Written by
 Berkeley Students

COMING 
OF AGE 
STORIES
 Written by
 Berkeley Students

&Middle      High School
“Coming of Age” served as the thematic focus of our school year 

in ninth grade ELA.  We began this focus in 
the first quarter by exploring fictional characters and real individuals who encountered self-de-
fining incidents.  Students analyzed and interacted with multiple texts in order to refine their 
understanding of voice.  We then explored how each of us shapes our unique voice though our 
experiences and our exposure to the strong voices around us.  Students then interviewed others 
and produced a narrative of their interviewees’ experiences in this important time of life.  These 
interview narratives were also published in coordination with Ms. Ashley’s Media Design class.

Mid-year, students extended further upon their understanding of voice by reviewing effective 
advertising techniques, such as bandwagon, avant-garde, testimonial, facts and figures, and 
transfer.  We also examined the use of rhetorical appeals in advertising and the effects they of-
ten have on audiences.  Students then used this understanding to create a persuasive advertising 
campaign for a novel of their choice.

Perhaps one of the most widely read “coming of age” texts is Shakespeare’s The Tragedy of 
Romeo and Juliet.  In our final quarter, students applied to the play what they had previously 
learned about voice, film, and poetry.  We also examined the ways that directors and actors 
use theatrical elements to interpret and perform 
a text.  Opportunities to hear and speak the lan-
guage, view filmed interpretations, and perform 
scenes further enhanced our understanding of 
Shakespeare’s play.HS
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR
  Kong is a student from Berkeley international school. Kong is in 
grade 9. He enjoy watching tv and eating to relax. When he’s not 
doing either of those, he can be found at school learning, or at Taco 
Lake wakeboarding. 
Kong decided to interview Mr.Brian because he thought it would be 
interesting to know more about his coming of age story as he has 
things in common because they both has lost their tooth

Vivid...And Traumatic Memories Of

“The most vivid  memory of my childhood has to be cutting 
the tip of my finger off.

“

 GROWING UP GROWING UPEven teachers have a difficult time when coming of age. This is the story of Mr. Brian Burkey’s coming of age stories. 
Written By: Kong Thongplakhao 

For most of us when talking about growing up memories, high school is one of the best subject to talk about. High school is not only where learning happens, but also stories about how we came to be who we are today. 
Every morning when I come to school I go to my home room class, and see my homeroom teacher sitting at his desk wearing a short green sleeve t-shirt, like he always does. “Good morning sir!” I say playfully, as he turns and re-plies swiftly “Sup,”  as he is occupied with his NFL video. The  Pittsburgh Steelers are his favorite team. He is the ninth grade home room teacher, 

the tall, sporty one who teaches Math. The students will occasionally hear stories from him about when he was coming of age or growing up. Most stories are about him getting injured. Often, the students listen in awe. I ask him if he could tell me more about his childhood. “Yes of course,” he simply answers. I move across the room and grab a wooden chair. I sit next to him and start asking him questions with-out wasting any time, as I am eager to know more about him.
Mr. Brian, Brian Burkey, was born  in 1984, and grew up in Ligonier, Penn-sylvania, which is in the southwest of the foothills of the Appalachain Mountains. He is one of the six chil-dren in his family, of 4 boys and 2 girls. As he grew up, his dad worked as a carpenter. 

The most vivid memory of his child-hood, he said looking up drifting through his memories, “Has to be cut-

ting my finger off.”  At the time Mr. Bri-an was 9 years old, it was the spring of fourth grade.  So as Mr. Brian was very young, he was with his brother play-ing around like they always do. One day they were cutting a block of wood making bow and arrows in his dad’s woodshop, and of course there were many dangerous tools around. Their dad was also there. One time while cutting a piece of wood Mr. Brian got his finger “too close” and chopped off the tip of his left index finger. “It was a dramatic experience,” he continued with his grin, “I didn’t feel any pain, but I saw a lot of blood, so my brother and I held up my hand and just stared at it. “I saw the heartbeat shooting blood out of my finger!” Then he laughed. His dad then realized what happened, he told Mr. Brian to hold his hand up to stop the bleeding and drove him to the hospital. 
The most dramatic part for him was that he was playing baseball at the time, and in his mind as a nine-year-

old, he thought that he would never be able to play again. A week later he was back on the field playing baseball with stitches in his finger. 

Another one of the most vivid memo-ries of his childhood was when he lost his front tooth. 
The first time he lost his front tooth was when he was 14 or 15 in High School, “I was wrestling with my brother and his friend and somehow got carried away. So his friend’s head went into my tooth and knock it back, but it didn’t fall out right away.” He was mad at the kid that hit his tooth because it hurt and thought that he would not have a tooth for a long time. He pushed his tooth in place but a month later the tooth turned gray. He severed the root of his tooth. So he went to get a root canal. The real tooth was still hanging 

there, he had it for a year. Soon after, Mr. Brian was playing backyard  foot-ball, as he was on defence he charged one of his friend and his knee came into his mouth. Then SNAP the tooth broke half. They replaced it with a fake tooth. Mr. Brian commented that, “At 

the time it was kind of fun having one tooth missing, but I definitely wanted to get a real tooth”. 

It was a good experience to get to in-terview my homeroom teacher and get 

to know more about about his front tooth.  I also knocked out my own front tooth once and definitely can relate to it. I have to thank Mr. Brian for letting  me interview him. I hope to learn more about him. 
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every day behind the counter. I was very surprised that 

she enjoyed her high school years in Japan. I always 

thought that you cannot enjoy such a strict school 

system. I was very impressed that with one trip that she 

loved so much that Mrs. Satomi knew what she wanted 

to do in her life. 

I still have many questions for her and since we stay in 

the hotel until the end of December, maybe I will have 

another chance to talk to her. Now when I come home 

from school and I see her it is like I have a friend in the 

hotel.

My interview partner’s name is Mrs. Ito 

Satomi. She is Japanese, but lives in Thailand 

right now. She is small, has dark hair and 

is always very elegant in her suit. What I like most 

about her is that she is always very friendly and always 

smiles. She works at the Jasmine Resort in Phra 

Khanong, 
the hotel in 
which we 
have lived for 
a month now. 

I wanted to 
interview 
her because 
I don’t know 
many people in Bangkok yet and because she also 

lived in Japan like me. So one day when I knew I had 

to interview someone I just went down into the lobby 

and set up an appointment with Mrs. Satomi. I came 

home after a long school day to the hotel. I came in my 

room and I did my homework. Then at 5 o’clock I went 

to the lobby. Mrs. Satomi was free and we sat together 

on the sofa. I began to ask here some questions.  

“So why do you work here and not in Japan? When did 

you come here? Why did you leave Japan?” I asked.

“At first I worked at the Okkura Hotel in Tokyo for 

8 years. In April I contacted the Jasmine Resort in 

Bangkok because I wanted to work abroad. I wanted 

to come to Thailand because I like the Thai people, 

their character and the Thai food. The Jasmine Resort 

is a Japanese Hotel with a lot of Japanese customers. 

Because I understand Japanese people well I can help 

them easily.” So Mrs. Satomi always wanted to live in a 

foreign country. 

I asked her why she did you not choose another coun-

try. I really liked the idea that Mrs. Satomi followed her 

heart. I think it is important to follow your heart in life. 

“So you went to High School in Japan!” Yes, she did. Of 

course I wanted to know how her experience of High 

School in Japan was. “I went to High School in Kanaga-

wa Prefecture for 3 years. I had to study a lot. 

I always wanted to go abroad and I had the possibility 

to go on a school trip to South Korea. It was my first 

time abroad. I was able to talk a lot with the Korean 

students. I enjoyed the Korean food and I also learned  

a lot about Japan and the Japanese. 

I know that High School is very strict in Japan and that 

students have to work a lot. So I thought Mrs. Satomi 

would have some difficult experiences to tell me. But no 

... “Did you enjoy your High School years?” … and what 

a surprise … yes, she did. I asked her if there was one 

important incident during the time in High School? 

“No, there was no particular incident, but the trip to 

Korea was my favorite souvenir.”

I really enjoyed my interview with Mrs. Satomi. 

Through the whole interview she was as nice as she is 

 “I really wanted to go abroad and I also 

liked Korea, Cambodia and Vietnam. 

But I prefer Thailand and I decided to 

follow my heart.”

A Japanese     Perspective
 of Thailand 

About the Author 
Mia was born in Northampton, Massachusetts, 

in 1997. Her two other sisters were born in San 

Francisco, California. So all three sisters were 

born in the USA. Her mother is German and her 

father is French. Mia can speak French and Ger-

man fluently. The whole family has already lived 

in Japan, France, Germany and now in Thailand. 

Mia has never attended an English school before 

and now goes to Berkeley International School. 

Mia enjoys going to go the beach. She also likes 

to go shopping or to go to the movies or simply 

hang out with her friends.

Mrs. Satomi is a young, charming and beautiful 

person, who enjoys her work at the hotel very 

much. Mia chose to interview Mrs. Ito Satomi, 

because ever since she has lived in Japan as a 

child for 4 years, she has a love for Japanese peo-

ple and a strong interest in them. Mrs. Satomi has 

been very inspiring to Mia, because she taught 

her that you can go to a different country for 

work, even if you don’t speak the language yet. 

Mrs Ito Satomi gives her Japanese    

perspective of Thailand. She moved 

here in April to works at Jasmine 

Resort. She has been living here ever 

since.  

Written by: Mia Roy
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Surely, different societies would 

make  people from each certain 

society to have different per-

spective and ways of living. Same 

as government schools and inter-

national schools, there are loads of 

differences between these two kinds 

of schools, especially in Thailand. 

Therefore, my target interviewee 

is a student who graduated from 

Ratwinit Bangkaeo - a Thai gov-

ernment school - and he is nobody 

else but my elder brother who is 

now studying a Master’s Degree in 

San Francisco. As I internview him, 

he looks fine, in a tiny little room 

that costs like 50,000 Baht. He’s in 

a simple green T-shirt, guess he’s 

already taken a shower because he’s 

wearing glasses. Even though we are 

brothers, I could tell that we have 

loads of differences, and I could also 

tell that because I haven’t had any 

experiences in government schools 

like he has. Therefore, he should give 

us some good ideas about what it’s 

like to be a high schooler in a Thai 

government school.

ABOUT EK-SEAM

Harit Hiranyaphinant, my parents 

commonly call him either Seam 

or Ek-Seam, was born in 1989 in 

Thailand. He’s ten years older than 

me. Since that, when it came to 

our interests in activities, we don’t 

actually share the same interests, not 

even quite similar. For example, he’s 

interested in filming and backstage 

team-working, which is what I’m 

not interested at all. “My favorite 

part when I was in high school was 

when I had team assignments that we 

had to go outside school to complete. 

Sometimes we have to go outside 

for shooting a short film.” He clearly 

states without any hesitations. He 

also says that he loved to be outside 

school with his friends and partic-

ipate in group activities. He was so 

different from me when he was in 

high school. When I have a field trip, 

I want no work, no assignments, no 

nothing, just relax outside school and 

have fun, that’s enough! 

It’s common for a student to not like 

some teachers or friends within one’s 

school. And I have to accept that I 

have some, too. But Seam has differ-

ent  perspective about this. “Actually, 

I didn’t hate anyone but I didn’t like 

unreasonable teachers,” he looks up 

the ceiling like he is thinking before 

he continues, “there are some of my 

high school teachers who I think were 

quite unreasonable. But I didn’t hate 

them, it was okay, I could bear them.” 

I guess it’s because he was influ-

enced by Thai teaching that students 

should never insult nor talk back 

to teachers and elders because it’s 

impolite - sometimes giving ideas is 

also counted as talking back. He also 

says that he didn’t hate any of his 

classmates. He, compared to me, was 

way too nice.

One thing I find myself quite similar 

to him is that we both like to hang 

out with friends outside school. He 

had several close friends that he com-

monly hung out with, and they usual-

ly had lunch together in the cafeteria, 

and had a big group conversation. 

Occasionally, they would sing or play 

music. “When I hung out outside of 

the school, I had like 10 or sometimes 

20 friends hanging out together,” he 

smiles along as he is saying like he is 

remembering the old days of his high 

school life. I think that would be one 

of the best parts in his life, hanging 

out with a real big group of friends. 

When I hang out outside of the school, 

my biggest group is just 6 people. He 

says that he mostly hung out with his 

friends at Central Bangna, because 

it was close  to his school. One thing 

that’s really crazy about this is the 

fact that he went there like 3 times 

a week with his friends. That was 

like every other day he went there 

with his friends. For me, I go to 

Mega Bangna with my friends like 

once a week, twice a month, or even 

less. When I ask him about what 

he was doing with his friends every 

other day in Central Bangna, he says, 

“Eating - mostly Sisler. Sometimes 

singing karaoke and those kinds of 

things,” he is leaning on his hand 

while he is speaking and trying to 

remember. “I can’t really remember 

all of it but I can tell that we did a lot 

of things there, we were having fun in 

coffee shops, bowlings, and all other 

places around the mall.”

End of Interview
I’ve listened to a little bit more about 

his story. A ten-year period does 

change lots of things, it makes his 

high school life and mine so different. 

Perspective in many things are totally 

different, conflicts commonly meet 

everyday are also different. But there 

is one thing that stays the same, he 

says, “Before any other, you need to 

give respects to others. Sometimes, 

peace is more important than being 

right, therefore we all should learn to 

give up and forgive others.” Seam has 

learned that through his high school 

period, and passes it with no regrets 

but pleasure. I hope I will pass mine 

nicely too.

Sometimes, peace  i s more

 

important than being r ight,
 

therefore we all should learn 

to give up and forgive others.

“
”

In My Brother’s

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Grich is a boy who always speaks, sometimes non-sense, 

or almost always. If you really pay attention to his words, 

you will know how deep are they. Not many people have 

ever really gotten to know him. He always thinks a lot, too 

much in a way. He is always trying to link things up like 

they are connected and he deeply believes everything is 

connected.

Footsteps
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Written by: 

Grich Hiranyaphinant

10

11

I really enjoyed listening to Mrs. Tonya’s story during her 

coming of age. With the story of one person that I’ve inter-

viewed, I realised that the story had gave me a lot of lessons 

and experiences that I can learn from. It makes me know Mrs. 

Tonya  a lot more, which has changed my attitude toward her 

from just an english teacher, to an independent woman that 

had fought through her life without her parents. I have thank 

Mrs. Tonya for an interview today and hope that I will have a 

chance to interview her again. no doubt i do that every lesson 

When we are talking about our coming of 

age, most of us will think of the time during 

high school. No matter how memories out of 

high school were like, high school is with out 

a doubt the best time to describe our coming 

of age experience and memory. 

In front of me is my  english teacher, Mrs. 

Tonya. She is sitting on a teacher’s chair in 

her classroom  room, 

wearing a white three 

fourth sleeve shirt and 

flexible tight blue trou-

sers, emblazoned with 

blue and white stripes 

around her shirt neck 

collar. Mrs. Tonya is 

tall, her skin is white  and her kind face has 

some make up on it. Her curly blond hair 

falls to her shoulder, framing her small, oval 

face. Her blue-gray eyes looked at me, so 

concentrated to the question I am going to 

asked her.

High school was the time of worth-remem-

bering memories. Mrs. Tonya is an intelli-

gent and smart woman. When she was in 

high school, she always got good grades as 

well as when she was graduated, she was 

the top of her class and that was when her 

most memorable moment happened during 

her high school. “It was a big honor and it 

was also really scary because I had to give 

a speech at the graduation ceremony, in 

front of five hundred people. So being only 

a teenager at that time it was really scary but 

it also ended up being a really good thing” 

she said in excitement. And of course, Mrs. 

Tonya also had a lot of good memories of her 

friends too. When she  began to talk about 

her friend, she smiled but she also grimaces 

as she spoke about  the silly things she had 

done with her high school companions.

Everyone has an embarrassing moment and 

it is not always bad. At least you’ll know-

who your real friends are, someone who 

will stand by you no matter how much you 

embarasse your self. . Mrs. Tonya is rolling 

her eyes up as she  thinks back to her most 

embarrassing moment. It happened when 

she was in ninth grade and she was in the 

gym class, there were hundreds of student 

in the gym. “The weather wasn’t very nice 

sometimes, so I remembered we were run-

ning in the gym hall running laps, and then I 

tripped!!!.” she is chuckling. As she fell across 

the gym floor and the room filled with an 

awkward silence before everyone would 

burst out laughing. She was so embarrassed 

that she didn’t know where to put herself as 

she was in the 9th grade (the youngest grade 

currently in the wide gym hall). Luckily, 

she had a good friend though, “My friend 

laughed with me, helped me brush it off 

and pretend like nothing happened.” Not 

only that, Mrs. Tonya also mentioned about 

having a crush on a fellow student. “I wasn’t 

embarrassed, but I am more embarrassed 

now as an adult to think back at how silly 

I acted at times.” she sighed deeply and 

murmured herself that she should have 

acted more cooler and acted like she didn’t 

care. But when she confronted her crush, 

she realised that they were just friends. “I 

felt that it made us appreciate more once 

we really fall in love with someone.” She got 

some experience of love that when she met 

her husband, she noticed that her crush 

during high school wasn’t love more just 

someone she liked. Mrs. Tonya beamed at 

me like an animation lit up her 

face as she described her love 

for her husband. “Once I met 

my sole mate i not only realised 

real love but also that my crush 

in school  was just girl stuff that 

cannot be compared with.” 

  

 Bad things always come with good 

things. “One big part of my high school life 

is when my dad was very sick.” Her facial 

emotion immediately changed to a very se-

rious look as she remembered that dejected 

period of time. “He died when I was in the 

college.” She said with deep emotion. Mrs. 

Tonya and her sister had been raised by there 

father. “My mom left when I was only seven.” 

So he raised them through their teen years. 

She proudly stated that her dad did such an 

amazing job to raise them by himself. “But 

he was very sick, physically, for many years. 

I wish I could go back in time and do some-

thing different. i would cherish ever minute 

of everyday with him during those high 

school years.” she was alone for a while and 

becasue of that life event she matured into 

an independent person. I saw the emotion 

in her eyes, i could see her eyes slowly filling 

with subtle tears, but only for a short time. 

her mood quickly changed to joy again as if 

she was coming back to reality.

“It was only high school after all, definitely one of the most bizarre periods in a 

person’s life. How anyone can come through that time well adjusted on any level is 

an absolute miracle.”  

 E.A. Bucchianeri, Brushstrokes of a Gadfly

    
 For The Better

           A YOUNG    WOMAN

 Everyone has an embarrassing 

moment, and it is not always bad.“

“ About the Author

Tarn was born in Bangkok, Thailand. She is 15 years old and study in 

Berkeley International School. Some of her favorite hobby include playing 

piano, ice-skating and flowboarding. But sometime she also like to watch 

Korean Series.  Tarn doesn’t really good in art so she doesn’t like to draw 

at all. She like to read a fantasy books and comic books because she can 

see the picture and it is  very fun. Tarn wanted to write some fantasy             

book     as she already think the story 

     in her head, but she was too lazy to write it out as she said the story was 

going to be too long for her to write it until the end. When she choose the 

person to interview, she will chose the person that have a lot of experience 

or exciting story and can give her some of new thought or knowledge 

that can be use in real life. What she had learned from this interview were 

something new to her. As a writer, she 

learned how to be an interviewer, how 

to ask an open-ended question, how 

to use direct and indirect quote and 

be able to asked a follow-up question. 

As an author, she have a problem on 

writing a conclusion, its hard for her 

to conclude the story. So she said that 

she has to improve more on ending 

the story and make it better.

 

Written by: Tarn
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How Childhood Experiences DEFINE

12

13

A boy who moved from a German to Thai American school in 
hopes of gaining some experience and learning a new culture.

“I would change couple small thing not in others but my own behavior in certain events that I been through.”

School in a Foreign Country

About the Author
 June was born on the 9th of June in 1997. She has 2 sisters, her older sister is 22 and the youngest sister is 9.June is 

very addicted to music and she loves going to a concerts Her latest concert was The Deftones. Her dream job is to be 

an entertainment promoter/event planner so she can bring all the bands that she likes come to Thailand.

When she was 8 her parents sent her and her older sister to learn in Singapore, but just only for 1 year because the 

host family was not being nice to them. So they came back and stayed at a boarding school at Khao Yai called St.Ste-

phen International School. Her older sister stayed there for 3 years because she past all IGCSE so she move out to 

Raffles Design Institute to be interior design and stay at home with mum and dad. June stayed at the boarding school 

for 4 years. One day she took a school bus to come to Bangkok and she 
saw a new school that was incomplete, but looked very beautiful. So she 
talked with her mum about moving to another school even though she 
still missed her friends. So, all her life since she was 8 until 13 she never 
stayed with her family. When she first moved to Berkeley her first day 
was super terrible, and when she got home she was so tired and wished 
that she could go back in time because if she could she wouldn’t have 
come. Later she felt fine, even some teacher were not so nice, she didn’t 
care. When she move up to g7 and g8 everything was good.  Now she is 
in g9 and she doesn’t want to stay in a school anymore, she just wants 
to do something she likes and follow her dreams because she know that 
life is short and maybe one day she could get  in a car crash or something 
else because anything could happen. She wants her life to be worth it 
and at the end she just wants to take care of her parents and make sure 
that her parents have everything they need and feel comfort just like her 
parent did for her. 

Written by: June 
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Late one night I asked my sister about her high school life but then she said  when she was in high school I was also in the same school with her. Later in about 10 second she said you can ask my boyfriend he has a lot of stories.
On Monday after school my sister and her boyfriend invited me to have a dinner with them. You might think it’s awkward but not for me because my sister and her boyfriend have been together for 3 years and he often comes to my house and my parents are happy with him.

Anyway, the 3 of us sat down in a restaurant then I starting to ask him questions.  “Can you tell me about your high school life?” I asked.  He smiled and said Errm.. “In fact I moved from a 

down there near the football field and talked about all kinds of stuff. I really had a good time, but I just couldn’t ask her out. I am too shy and the words were stuck in my throat. I couldn’t ex-plain  it to myself what was wrong with me. That was just one small event but it was great fun.” Then I start to asked him the last question so that we can start eating dinner because we were starving. ” Lastly, have you ever done anything bad in your high school life. I’m sure you did, and can you tell me about it?” As I finished my question, he starting to say “Yes!! we did and I still laugh every time when I think about it.” 
The day began normally. In the morn-ing I have English and Math classes and after that it’s lunch time, we had our 2 hour break. Me and my other 2 friends 

German High School to a Thai Ameri-can International School because I just wanted to have some experiences from another culture. It wasn’t a bad thing but it was more interesting to watch and learn about that culture. The way the classes were taught and how friends joked with each other was totally dif-ferent. It took me couple month to un-derstand them and to integrate myself into that kind of lifestyle”. As he finish talking I thought that he was kind of a weird because it’s kind of interesting that some foreigner guy wants to know about Thailand.

Then, in the next question I asked him,  “So..if you could go back to change your high school life would you change any-thing and why?” As I finish my question he immediately said, “Oh yes I have 

decided to leave the school to eat a pizza in a small restaurant located near the school. So we left very carefully with-out anybody seeing us, that’s what we thought and happily continued our way to the restaurant.”

“After 2 minutes of walking we realized that somebody was following us and of course, it was the guard of the school. We were really scared at that point but were still walking and acted as noth-ing happened. I told my friends every possibility that could happened to us, thinking that what if the guard catches us. Me and my friends freaked out a lot. We couldn’t allow that guard to catch us, so we began to walk faster and faster, guess what? The guard began to run. Our possibility was only the restaurant because we were in the small road, so 

some things, but it’s kind of embarrass-ing.” Then he starting to tell the story. “There was one situation when I had a chance to ask a girl out that I really liked in my class, back then she was the one that I would think about like when I arrived home or before I go to bed.” Then when he finished talking he starting to look at my sister, he repeat the world “Back then” my sister started laughing and said it was fine so I asked him to continue. 

Then he said,  “One day in the morning I arrived at school. I was pretty late so I ran from the entrance to the class room and guess what who I met at the front door, it’s that ordinary girl that I liked. She didn’t want to go inside because the teacher was pretty strict, so I decided to stay with her until the class over. We sat 

we hid in there but the guard finally found us. We looked at each other and thought that our parents would be called to the school or something like that. The guard ask us why we were run-ning, I wanted to give you guys some money so you can buy me a coffee, thats what he said. At the end we walked back together everyone had a slice of pizza and the guard got his coffee.” 
It was a nice experience, and as he end-ed the story he laughed so hard, and so did I. Then we start our dinner.
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Highlights&Middle      High School

During the fourth quarter the seventh graders have 
worked hard on a comparative analysis of toilet 

paper. Toilet Paper Geometry is a math project that 
requires students to find the surface area and volume 
of a roll of toilet paper.  Students unwound the roll 
of toilet paper, placed it into the form of one or more 
rectangles, and calculated the total surface area of the 
roll.  Then they determined how many rolls of toilet 
paper it would take to cover a basketball court and 
a football field. Students also calculated the volume 
of the toilet paper in two different ways (by finding 
the volume of a cylinder and a rectangular prism) 
and compared their results. They used this volume to 
determined how many rolls of toilet paper it took to 
fill the swimming pool. Finally, they tested the absor-
bency by finding out how much water one roll could 
retain. At the end of the project, the unit price for each 
was calculated. Students used all of this information 
to write persuasive letters to their parents about which 
brand they should use, supporting their decision with 
data collected in class.

Toilet Paper Geometry Toilet Paper Geometry 

Mr. Brian
MS/HS Math Teacher

Toilet Paper Geometry 
	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  
	
   	
   	
  

	
  	
   	
  	
  
	
  

Number	
  of	
  rolls	
  to	
  cover	
  or	
  fill	
  

	
  	
  
Surface	
  
Area	
  
(cm2)	
  

Volume	
  
(cm3)	
  

Absorbency	
  
(mL)	
  

Absorbency	
  
per	
  Area	
  
(mL/m2)	
  

Unit	
  Price	
  
(THB/m2)	
  

Price	
  
per	
  
roll	
  

(THB)	
  

Basketball	
  
Court	
  

Soccer	
  
Field	
  

Swimming	
  
Pool	
  

Cellox	
   15,620	
   654	
   300	
   192	
   7.0	
   11	
   250	
   608	
   535,168	
  
Zilk	
   16,060	
   903	
   340	
   212	
   5.0	
   8	
   243	
   592	
   387,553	
  
Scott	
  
Extra	
   23,520	
   1006	
   500	
   213	
   6.0	
   14	
   166	
   404	
   348,034	
  
Scott	
  
Triple	
   22,313	
   1015	
   625	
   280	
   7.6	
   17	
   175	
   426	
   344,896	
  

Belle	
   12,573	
   594	
   250	
   199	
   4.0	
   5	
   311	
   756	
   589,494	
  
Calculating Absorbency 

Measuring the surface area.
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Songkran CelebrationIn April Berkeley celebrated Thai New 
Year with a festive celebrations of all 
sorts. Students came dressed in their 
traditional Thai clothing, as well as 
tropical shirts, a traditional style during 
Songkran celebration. Each student 
from Kinder to High School particpated 
in traditional Thai customs including 
donation to Monks, followed by the 
washing of their teachers’ hands with 
perfumed water. Parents were then in-
vited to the multipurpose room to watch 
the annual Mr. and Mrs. Songkran 
competitions. Students came on stage, 
presented themselves to the audience 
and gave a traditional Thai wai. They 
also performed traditional Thai songs 
and dances, and even musical solos. All 
students who participated did a great 
job, and should be very proud of them-
selves. After the show things got wild 
on the soccer field with a wet and wild 
water fight. It was an exciting day at 
Berkeley for students, parents, and staff.    
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Culture&Thai Language

When talking about Songkran many people simply know it as 
Thai New Year. In fact, there is much more to it. The legend 

below gives a full explanation of the meaning behind this important 
Thai holiday. 

According to legend, the story of SongKran involves King 
Kabilapromand and Prince Thammaban. King Kabilaprom asked 
Prince Thammaban three questions, under the conditions that if 
he answered correctly King Kabilaprom would sacrifice his head, 
but if the prince answered wrong he must do the same. The Prince 
answered the questions correctly, and so the King had to cut off his 
head, as he had promised. However, legend had it that the King’s 
head was so powerful that the whole world would be set on fire if the 
head touched the earth. In addition, a serious drought would occur 
and all the water in the oceans would dry up if the head was thrown 
up in the sky or into the ocean. To avoid these deadly consequences 
the King assigned seven angel daughters to take turns carrying his 
head clockwise around Phra Sumane Mountain.  Now, depending 
on which day Songkran falls a different Nang Songkran  will be 
honored. If Songkran falls on a Sunday we honor Tungsadhevi, 
on a Monday, Korakhadhevi, Tuesday, Raksotdhevi, Wednesday, 
Monthadhevi, Thursday, Kirineedhevi, Friday, Kimithadhevi, and 
Saturday Mahothornndhevi is honored. Middle and high school 
students have studied this legend, and have drawn the pictures of 
the Songkran angels that carry the king’s head. The project was 
done in groups, working together to use Thai books along with the 
internet as a resource.  Both Thai and non– Thai students gained an 
appreciation for the Thai legend and belief. 

Ms. Dao
Thai Teacher

The Legend of 
Songkran
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Berkeley
 Sports

The Berkeley sport teams continued to grow this quarter 
with our first ever girl’s basketball competitions. The 

team worked hard for many months on skill development 
before making the trip to Anglo Singapore International 
School for the inaugural basketball game. The result did 
not go in Berkeley’s favor but the experiences gained from 
this first competitive match will last a lifetime. The Lady 
Lions then traveled to The American School of Bangkok 
to play an older and more experienced team from the BI-
SAC conference. The girls played their hearts out but a lack 
made baskets was the decider as they fell short again. The 
team has much to look forward to next school year as a full 
season of games is planned for September and October.  

The Berkeley soccer teams finished the year with two 
competitions and showed great improvement in skills and 
teamwork.  At the end of April all three teams traveled to 

the Swiss International School to play in an eight a side 
competition. Fun was had by all and again Berkeley student 
athletes represented the school well with great sportsman-
ship and fair play. The Berkeley Soccer Sixes Invitational 
Tournament concluded our sports activities for this school 
year. We hosted two other schools in a round robin format 
and the PTO put on a nice barbeque for all student athletes 
that participated. The foundation has been set for our soc-
cer teams and we will continue to get better next season.  
The Berkeley Athletic Department plans to keep expand-
ing in 2014/2015 with swimming, badminton and table 
tennis as well as adding new teams to our existing sports.  

Coach Mike
Athletic Director
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It has been a busy year for the Middle Schoolers in Art. Students have been involved in sev-
eral different projects, have been exposed to many different art forms, and have really grown 
in their artistic abilties.  As we finish up the year at Berkeley here are just a few of the cool 
things we can look back on. 

Claymation: Students conceived and 
created their own short 

animated movie. The setting is a cup cake shop, where the cakes 
have come to life. The characters were molded from modeling 
clay, the set was built from recycled boxes, and the scenes were 
filmed one frame at a time using a technique called ‘stop motion 
animation’

Two Point Perspective: Students 
experimented 

with perspective, using the technique to create scenes with three-dimension-
al looking buildings and roads. Most students had experience with using one 
point perspective, but two point perspective was a new challenge. To add to the 
sense of space in the pictures, the technique of aerial perspective was used. This 
is where the colors appear less saturated and lighter when farther away in the 
scene, due to the effect that air has on light.

Self Portrait: Students created self por-
traits by working from 

photographs. A technique was used where a grid is drawn 
onto the photograph, and then a graph with the same num-
ber of squares drawn on the paper. The photograph is drawn 
one square at a time, improving the proportions.

Street Art: Students explored the artwork and 
philosophies of artists in the Street 

Art movement including Banksy ,Shepard Fairey, Mr Brain-
wash, as well as predecessors such as Jean-Michel Basquiat and 
Andy Warhol. They created stencils and ‘tag’ designs that were 
used when they painted their own Street Art inspired panels.

Exploring Form and Space: 
Students learned about human scale and proportion and applied this to 
creating small scale figures. The figures were then used to create scale 
furniture using various recycled packaging. The furniture was combined 
to create themed rooms inside of boxes.

The Human Form: Traditional figure draw-
ing techniques such as 

drawing using a model, gesture drawing and contour drawing were learned and 
practiced. The Baroque movement in art used a theatrical style and dramatic, 
expressive poses to tell stories.  Students used the design process and photos of 
fellow students posing to create Baroque inspired drawings and paintings.

Art Corner

Mr. Joey Pegram
Art Teacher
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A Message from... 

Student Council 
This year, Berkeley’s Student Council members have done 
many things for the school. Some of the activities that 
kept us busy all year were; the daily morning announce-
ments, as well as the fun filled “Wake and Shake” that got 
everyone at Berkeley dancing during flag. We worked 
hard to plan five days of fun events for Berkeley’s Spir-
it Week, including a big pool party! We also organized 
the Halloween celebrations at Berkeley, and even made 
a spooky haunted house!  At Christmas time all of us on 
the Student Council, planned and made games for Berke-
ley’s first Christmas Carnival, it was then our job to run 
the games all day for everyone at the Christmas Carnival. 
On Valentine’s Day we sold cute little gifts to raise money 
for the end of year school dance. We also raised money 
for several different charities such as Homes For Animals, 
Paws, Phayathai Babies Home and the United Neighbours 
of Hope Foundation. The final event we are planning is an 
awesome Middle and High School end of the year dance 
with a performance by a band called Unicorn. 

We all love planning and organizing things for Berkeley 
because we love our school and we want to do things that 
we know will help Berkeley be a better place for all of our 
students, teachers, and parents.  We also know how im-
portant it is to raise money and help people outside of 
Berkeley which is why we try very hard to raise money 
for different charities. We are looking forward to planning 
all sorts of cool events for Berkeley next year. If you want 
to help make Berkeley a fun place join Berkeley’s Student 
Council next school year. Have a great holiday!

Written by: Minnie and Opal 

Walk/Run-a-Thon

Walk/Run-a-Thon

Dress Up Days
Dress Up Days

Fundraising
Fundraising

Community Week
Community Week
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Middle and High School’s Service Learning Adventures

Berkeley middle and high school students recently ventured off campus for two separate service learning trips. 
Students had the opportunity for authentic hands on learning, while also making a difference in the country that so 

many call home, Thailand. Two separate trips took place from May 6th-9th. Each trip provided their own adventures, 
challenges, learning experiences, and chances to make unforgettable memories.

The 6th and 7th grade students visited Khao Yai National Park, where they explored one of Earth’s most valuable 
natural resources, forests. While at the park students learned about the causes and effects of deforestation from the 
Plant a Tree Today (PATT) Foundation. Their eyes were opened to the many roles Thailand’s forests play not only to 
the local environment, but also to the world. Students got their hands dirty learning to plant seeds, take care of young 
seedlings, and plant young trees in order to help the organization’s reforestation efforts. These city slickers hiked 
through muddy trails, shrieked at the site of creepy crawlers, and learned the difficulties and challenges of life in the 
forest. By the end of the trip students were much more confident with their outdoor skills, and even cooked themselves 
lunch in the middle of nowhere! After a hard day’s work, students were rewarded with s’mores by the campfire, a game 
of capture the flag, and even their own karaoke night. By the time they returned to school Friday afternoon, students 
were exhausted from the trip, but filled with joyful memories from the week. Students captured these memories of the 
trip, as well as what they learned, by creating short videos on deforestation. 

The 8th and 9th grade students ventured off on an unforgettable trip of their own. They made the trek early Wednesday 
morning to the beaches of Rayong.  After checking in to the beautiful Tamnanpar Resort, students traveled to the 
beach and worked together to clean up trash that was littering the sandy shores.  That night, students participated in 
fun-filled team-building activities, including capture the flag and karaoke.  The next morning, students traveled to the 
shoreline once again to participate in Vinythai’s Coral Cultivation Project initiated by the Marine Science Activity and 
Conservation Foundation (MACF).  Working together, students created a sample coral cultivation system using PVC 
pipes.  They then went snorkeling to view first-hand the cultivation that had already begun on the ocean floor.  Later 
that afternoon, students visited the Rayong Turtle Conservation Centre, which cares for the area’s endangered sea 
turtles before releasing them back into the wild.  After a full day of serving as global citizens, they shared their thoughts 
and reflections with one another on Edmodo.  On the final day of their trip, students set off for an exciting morning of 
ziplining at Tree Top Adventure Park in Pattaya.  Before traveling back to Berkeley, they made one last stop at Art in 
Paradise to explore incredible works of 3D art.

Thanks to all the teachers who supported these trips by organizing and taking the kids to these 
fabulous destinations; Mr. Brian, Mr. Darrick, Ms. Tonya, Mr. Jeff, Ms. Holly, and Ms. Ashley. 

Service Learning Trips
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Day
International	
International Day at Berkeley 

was a fusion of cultures, flair and 
style. The parents & students, all 
30 nations strong, joined forces to 
present the best of each of their own 
countries and enlighten others on 
all the different games, foods and 
fashions. Every continent around 
the world was featured. The crowd 
was amazing and the event lasted 
all afternoon.

All classrooms at Berkeley also had 
a theme country to follow and this 
enhanced their views about their 
adopted country for the day. 

The event began at lunch with a fan-
tastic and colorful parade through 
the school. A huge bouncy castle 
was on hand for all the kids with 
some energy to burn off, and one 
of our home country booths fea-
tured a classic Muay Thai boxing 
ring with some ex-world champi-
ons to coach all interested parties. 

The International Day event has 
now become a firm favorite in the 
Berkeley school calender and we 
are already looking forward to the 
next one. We would like to thank 
again all those involved for making 
the day such a roaring 
success.
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Middle School and High School students participated in the 3rd annual Berkeley International School 
Campaign Day. Students connected what they learned in the classroom to the real world by exploring 

and presenting about science topics that have big social implications. Each grade level was given a different 
topic to explore. Grade 6 tried to persuade us of the best energy resources for Thailand.  Grade 7 discussed 
the benefits and limitations of genetic engineering, and if we should use it or not. Grade 8 used their exten-
sive physics knowledge to explain and encourage car safety.  Grade 9 taught us how to be safe around elec-
tricity and the science behind it.  Not only did the students present to their teachers and other Middle School 
students they also brought together the entire school, and presented to the younger students at Berkeley 
about how to be safe. Thank you Mr. Darrick for putting together this great event! 

Campaign Day
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After spending reading through our 166-page self-study and 
spending four full days at Berkeley, the WASC Visiting Committee 

published a report summarizing their findings. In the report, the 
identified key areas of strength and areas that need more focus. The 
following are their findings. 

Strengths

Faculty and Staff
•	 Highly qualified, committed, dedicated and caring staff
•	 The wonderful support staff including the assistants, nannies, office 	
      employees, van drivers, security, cafeteria personnel, etc.
•	 Very strong Kindergarten program
•	 Faculty relationships with parents

Staff Work
•	 The Literacy Committee and their creating, implementing, training   	
	 and assessing of the school-wide writing prompt and planning 		
	 other areas to improve literacy.
•	 The Unit Plan Committee and their creating, implementing, and   		
	 training of the unit plan template
•	 The Technology Committee and the PD sessions they provided, 		
	 their planning and preparing for BYOD, and their dedication to 		
	 updating and expanding technology throughout the school 		
	 including the plans for a Kindergarten interactive lab
•	 Creation of a Student Support Team (SST) and Individual Eduction  	
	 Plans (IEPs)

Curriculum and Instruction
•	 Standards-based instruction and reporting system 
•	 Development of college readiness courses and counselor referral 		
	 process
•	 Instruction and assessment practices being used in class
•	 Adoption of a Curriculum Review Cycle that will guide future 		
	 budget prioritization and develop a well-documented curriculum 		
	 and school program

Administration 
•	 Creation of the school mission, vision, ESLRs and coherent philoso	
	 phy that reflect the BIS community
•	 Support of the Board for the school programs
•	 Resource allocations are based on student needs and the school’s 		
	 purpose
•	 An effective and developing marketing strategy
•	 Robust teacher appraisal system with observations, student input, 		
	 examination of unit plan and curricular work, and quarterly  
	 meetings.
•	 Improvements in communication between Headmaster and  
	 Division Coordinators and teachers
•	 Implementation of Division Coordinators
•	 Freedom to innovate
•	 Establishment of ESL program for Elementary, Middle and High 		
	 schools

Collaboration 
•	 Collaboration amongst stakeholders in ongoing student  
	 improvement
•	 Supportive and active Parent-Teacher Organization
•	 All stakeholders have a voice in future planning

Atmosphere 
•	 Aesthetically pleasing facilities with the room for growth
•	 Family atmosphere of the school 
•	 The community participation of special events
•	 The organization of After School Activities

Areas of Focus

1. The hiring and retention of qualified teachers.
2. The ESL program should be reviewed with the intention to add 
more structure through entrance, monitoring and exit procedures 
and the development of an ESL curriculum.
3. Board Member training so there is a clearer understanding of the 
operation of international schools.
4. Clarification the individual roles of Board Members. 
5. Preparation and planning for the need to increase staff as the 
school grows and as High School extends each year.
6. More clarity of the academic budget.
7. Implementation of the Curriculum Review Cycle that will 
strengthen the school program.
8. Institute consistent health and nurse procedures and policies

Lastly, in creating the self-study, our staff identified six areas for 
specific attention in the coming year. The following are the goals listed 
in our multi-year action plan-

1. Clarify and communicate Berkeley identify- to create an identify 
the community is proud of 
2. Develop Administrative clarity to support and enhance the 
school program
3. Develop, review, and implement curriculum and assessment in 
order to improve teaching and learning 
4. Develop effective student support services to improve student 
support and parent involvement, including ESL and special needs
5. Develop procedures to improve campus maintenance, safety, and 
security 
6. Construct facilities in order enhance the school program

Michael Gohde
Headmaster
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