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Congr atulat ions Class of  2021!

As we are approaching the end of the year, 
seniors are about to graduate from high school 
and say goodbye to the place they called home 
for four years. I would therefore like to 
congratulate all the seniors and all the work 
they have done to get where they are today. I 
can confidently say that for a lot of us, high 
school was the best time of our lives, and 
being able to study in a school like Berkeley 
was a great opportunity. From participating in 
varsity sports, representing the school in MUN, 
or getting atrocious grades in Physics, we 
achieved a lot as a class. Some of us, however, 
deserve some special recognition for their hard 
work such as Raine who has been nominated 
Valedictorian of the class of 2021. Our 
achievements as a class and as individuals 
would have not been possible without the help 
of all the teachers who pushed us and 
encouraged us to do better. I would like to 
personally thank Ms. Katrina, Mr. Shobhit, Mr. 
Brian, Ms. Jill, Ms. Zoe, Mr. Riss, Mr. Geoff, Ms. 
Elis, Ms. Christine, Mr. Casanova, Mr. Ashley, 
Mr. Michael, Ms. Wang, and all the other 

teachers for everything they have done for me 
and for the class as a whole. 

Let?s now look at where the class of 2021 will 
continue to represent Berkeley:

- Cotton:  Xi?An Jiaotong - Liverpool 
University 

- James: Assumption University
- Gary: Chulalongkorn University
- Jazzy: University of British Columbia 
- Ennio: University of Southern California, 

Bocconi University, Hong Kong 
University of Science and Technology

- Gigi: King Mongkut?s University of 
Technology Thonburi

- Bliss: Macquarie University
- Mark: Tokyo International University

All the other students are still waiting to 
confirm where they will go next year. 
Some of the students are choosing to 
take a gap year in order to gain 
experience and/or pursue personal 
projects. Either way, I am confident that 
our senior class will be successful in the 
future and will proudly represent 
Berkeley! 

   

Ennio Lamari
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Based on a bestselling Young Adult fantasy 

novel by Leigh Bardugo, ?Shadow and Bone? is 

currently one of the most-watched Netflix 

series, and it?s no surprise why! Everything 

about it, from the captivating cast and 

intriguing plot to the brilliant soundtrack and 

visuals, will keep you on the edge of your seats 

and savoring every minute. 

The show introduces us to an intricate and 

mesmerizing world of magic, adventure, and 

romance, also known as the Grishaverse. The 

original series consists of eight books, which 

include the Shadow and Bone trilogy, the Six of 

Crows duology, and three supplementary 

novels. 

The series adaptation mostly comprises the 

main trilogy, which is set in Russian-themed 

Ravka, a country that is divided into two parts 

by a destructive and menacing terrain known 

as the Shadow Fold. It was created by one of 

the most powerful Grisha,an the elite soldiers 

with special abilit ies, such as controlling the 

wind, fire, and even darkness. The main 

character, Alina Starkov, is an ordinary 

mapmaker, raised in an orphanage, whose 

only and closest friend, Malyen Oretsev, gets 

drafted into a highly dangerous expedition to 

the other side of the Fold. Fearful of being 

separated from him, Alina ends up becoming 

part of the crew on a deadly mission and 

eventually discovers her true identity as one of 

the rarest Grisha - a Sun Summoner, the only 

kind capable of confronting the dangers of the 

Fold and destroying it for good. Just like this, 

Alina becomes her country?s only hope as well 

as a new target for all its enemies. With the 

help of General Kirigan, a Shadow Summoner, 

she now needs to learn to control her new 

powers and save Ravka from a merciless war. 

At the same time, the viewers get introduced 

to thieves and con-artists in a city called 

Ketterdam, on the Island of Kerch across the 

sea to Ravka. The screenwriter of the series, 

Eric Heisserer, has brought in the characters 

from the Six of Crows duology, a trio of brilliant 

and appealing scoundrels, adding more depth 

and layers to the story. Together, Kaz Brekker, 

Inej Ghafa, and Jesper Fahey follow a mission 

of their own, less legal but more lucrative, that 

sets them on a course to intersect with Alina. 

Shadow and Bone
Aisha Nurbolat
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The story amazes with its complexity and 

attention to detail, and yet, it does not become 

overstuffed or feels drawn out. It is like one big 

puzzle that seems too obscure and difficult at 

first but becomes more and more compelling 

and interesting as it takes shape. All the 

subplots nicely complement each other and 

make for a very good story overall. As a result, 

the plot stays dynamic until the very end and 

never fails to surprise the audience with 

unexpected twists and turns. Not to mention 

the great and truly diverse cast, incredible 

humor, and characters that are impossible not 

to fall in love with, we get a compelling blend 

of fantasy, romance, and a you are dventure 

with Shadow and Bone. So, if a fan of magical 

worlds, love triangles, and charismatic villains, 

or just want to spend an evening or two, 

immersed in the unique and interesting world 

of Leigh Bardugo, this is the show for you. And 

whether you choose to watch the Netflix 

adaptation or binge-read the entire series, you 

certainly won?t regret it! 

Congratulations to our newly elected 2021-2022 

house leaders! After watching the candidate?s 

fantastic videos as well as their creative posters 

and slogans followed by a week of campaigning, 

the house elections took place on May 19th and 

all students from grade 9 to 11 voted on who 

would be their ideal leader to represent their 

peers as a voice for the student body regarding 

highschool and school-wide issues. They will 

plan events, lead the student forum discussions, 

and work with admin to improve the Berkeley 

High School experience. The competition was 

fierce this year, but after carefully tallying up the 

scores, the results were definitive. With exciting 

activities lined up for the student body already, 

we are sure that this year?s house leaders will 

take on their new roles and responsibilit ies with 

confidence, maturity and commitment. 

Drum roll please!  Newly-elected House Leaders 

for 2021-2022 are below:

Emerald:  Seb and Li Yan

Garnet:  Chanice and Alex

Sapphire:  Alice and Nesta

Topaz:  Marin and Imron

Congratulations to our winners, and good job to 

all who ran!

Shadow and Bone Meet  our  2021-2022 house leaders!
Taffy Deng
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Through the decades we have witnessed the 

entertainment industry experiment with numerous 

different kinds of style of music as well as movie 

genres. Never did we truly question or think about 

the movies we watch, or the music we listen to as 

odd or different. However, as time passes, moving 

us into the new decades, we tend to look back and 

think about how far the entertainment industry has 

truly gotten. From music on the radio stations 

transitioning into Spotify and Apple Music, or black 

and white films to not just coloured films, but into 

extremely impressive computer-generated imagery 

or CGI. Although, even with the new times and 

technology, we can never 

forget the classics that 

have stuck with us to this 

day. Timeless movies and 

music are precisely what 

makes many individuals 

feel whole. 

It Takes Two

 It Takes 2 is a Comedy/Family movie that came out 

in 1995. This wonderful film played by the famous 

Olsen twins, Mary-Kate and Ashely, will get you to 

sink into your bed feeling invested and every 

emotion you could possibly feel, all the while 

laughing and crying, . This would be a spectacular 

film to enjoy when you don?t want anything too 

serious, or hard to follow. It follows the story of 

twins that were separated at birth. One is named 

Amanda, who is the twin who ended up in an 

orphanage. The other, Alyssa Callaway, lives a 

luxurious life with her father on the Callaway land., 

constantly travelling back and forth from home to 

her boarding school abroad. As the Callaway land 

holds a campsite, the kids from the orphanage visit, 

prompting Alyssa and Amanda bump into each 

other while both are running away from unwanted 

situations. Both want to experience the other?s lives 

and decide to switch places. However, the movie 

doesn?t just follow the story of the long lost twins 

but, it also follows a romantic story of the dad, the 

possible mean stepmother, and Amanda?s 

orphanage counselor. With that note, you will have 

to see the movie to find out what happens next.

 * Oldies But  Goodies
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Mr s. Doubt f i r e

 " ...Som et im es They Get  Back  Toget her  And 

Som et im es They Don't , Dear ."  Mrs. Doubtfire is 

once again a Family/Comedy movie. This iconic 

classic was released in 1993, but not one to forget, 

as it brings so many people to die of laughter. If you 

are looking for a movie that will give you a good 

laugh, keep you calm but still on your toes, then 

Mrs. Doubtfire is the movie for you. The idea of the 

movie might seem dumb at first, but that?s what 

makes this movie a classic that everyone has to see. 

 This film follows Daniel, a divorced actor that 

disguises himself as Mrs. Doubtfire, who is an old 

female housekeeper. He does so in order to work in 

his ex-wife?s home and to spend 

more time with his children. He is 

simply just a dad who doesn?t 

want to lose his kids. Mrs. 

Doubtfire, played by renowned 

actor Robin Williams, is someone 

that is no longer with us due to a 

very sad death. However, he left 

us with a film to never forget. To 

see if he gets caught in his 

disguise, make sure to watch this classic film over 

the summer coming up.

SONGS

?  Love Really Hurts Without you by Bil ly Ocean

?  A Teenager in Love by Dion and The Belm ont s

?  Hey Lover by Daught ers of  Eve

?  Please Mr.Postman by The Marvelet t es

?  Hopelessly Devoted to You by Olivia Newt on 

John

?  Total Eclipse Of The Heart by Bonnie Tyler

?  Billie Jeans and man in the mirror by Michael 

Jackson

?  Get Up Stand Up, No Woman No Cry, Buffalo 

soldier by Bob Mar ley

?  Beautiful Girls by Sean Kingst on?  No One by 

Alicia Keys

 
 

 * Oldies But  Goodies
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